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The Los Angeles Division will continue to remain 
alert for information concerning KING during his stay in Loi 
Angeles through established sources and public news media. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
April 13, 1967 



DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER-C 



The Los Angeles "Herald-Examiner", a major Metropolitan 
Los Angeles newspaper, on Wednesday, April 12, 1907, reported 
that Dr. Martin Luther King, on April 12, I967, accused the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People with 
misrepresenting his views on the Vietnam war. He told a news 
conference, which was held in Conference Room #7 at the Biltmore 
Hotel at 9:30 a.m. on April 12, 19^7, that he favors a cessation 
of bombing, unilateral withdrawal of troops and an end to 
American participation in what he called an "unjust war". He 
said it was true he believes the war is Hurting the civil rights 
movement, "But", he said, "the NAACP has created a myth about 
my views on Vietnam, which confuses the clear issues." The 
article noted that the NAACP recently declared that it is a 
"serious tactical error to link the civil rights and peace move- 
ments, because civil rights battles will have to be fought and 
won on their own merits, irrespective of the state of war or 
peace in the world." The article noted that King stated he was 
sadden to think that the Board of Directors of the NAACP would 
Join in the perpetuation of the myth about my views. They have 
challenged and repudiated a non-existent proposition. " The 
article noted that in response to a question. King denied that he 
is or had ever been a member of the Communist Party, and accord- 
ing to the article, a moment later stated that though he is a 
"pacifist", he would have willingly fought against the Nazi menace 
of the 1940s. 

A source who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on April 12, I967, furnished a copy of the prepared state- 
ment by Dr. King which was delivered before a press conference at 
the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles on April 12, 1967. The statement, 
which was followed by a question and answer period by represen- 
tatives of the news media, is set forth as follows: 



I have lived and worked in ghettos throughout the 
nation, and X travel tens of thousands of miles each month 
which takes me into dozens of northern and southern Negro 
communities. Ify direct personal experience with Negroes in 
all walks of life, convinces me that there is deep and wlde> 
spread disenchantment with the war in Tiet Nam; firsts because 
they are against war itslef « and secondly^ because they feel 
it has caused a significant and alarming diminishing of concern 
and attention to civil rights progress. I have held these 
views myself for a long time but I have spoken more frequently 
in the recent period because Negroes iri so many circles have 
explicitly urged me to articulate their concern and frustration. 
Ihey feel civil rights is well on its way to becoming a neglected 
and forgotten issue long before it is even partially solved. 

Recently* a myth about my views on Viet Nam has 
confused these clear issues. The myth credits me with advocating 
the fusion of the civil rights and i)eace movements and I am 
criticized for authoring such a "serious tactical mistake". 

hold no such view. Only a few weeks ago in a 
formal public resolution^ my organization* SCLC* and I 
explicitly declared that we have no intention of diverting or 
diminishing any respect our activities in civil rights and we 
outlined extensive programs for the immediate future in the 
BOttth as well as in Chicago. 



I am saddened that the Board of Directors of the 
NAACPf a fellow civil rights organization^ would Join in the 
perpetuation of the nyth about my views. ^Ehey have challenged 
and repudiated a non-existent proposition. SCLC and I have 
expressed our views on the war and drawn attention to its 
damaging effects on civil rights programs, a fact we believe 
to be incontrovertible and therefore, mandatory to egress in 
the interest of the struggle for equality. 

1 challenge the HAACP and other critics of iny 
position to take a forthright stand on the rlghl^ness or 
wrongness of this war# rather than going off creating a non- 
existent issue . 

We do not believe in any merger or fusion of move- 
ments but we equally believe that no one can pretend that the 
existence of the war is not profoundly affecting the destiny 
of civil rights progress. We believe that despite the war our 
efforts can produce Msults and our strength is fully committed 
to that end. But it would be misleading and shallow to suggest 
that the role of the war is not hampering it substantially 
and it can be ignored as a factor. 

Loud and raucous voices have already been raised in 
Congress and elsewhere suggesting that the nation cannot afford 
to finance a war against poverty and in equality on an expanding 
scale and a shooting war at the same time. It is perfectly 
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clear the nation has the resources to do both« but those Kho 
oppose civil rights and favor a war policy have seized the 
oi^ortunity to pose a false issue to the public. This should 
not be Ignored by civil rights organizations. The basic 
element in coramon between the peace movement and the civil 
rights movement are human elements. 

I am a clergyman as well as a civil rights leader 
and the moral roots of oiar war policy are not un-important to 
me. I do not believe our nation can be a moral leader of 
Justice, equality and Democracy if it is trapped in the role 
of a self-appointed world policemen. Throughout my career 
In the civil rights movement I have been concerned about Justice 
for all people. For instance, I strongly feel that we must 
end not merely poverty among Negroes but poverty among white 
people. Likewise, I have always insisted on Justice for all 
the world over, because Justice Is Indlvldlble and injustice 
anywhere is a threat to Justice everywhere. X will not stand 
idly by when I see an unja6t war taking place and fall to take 
a stand against it. I will continue to express my opposition 
to this wrong policy without in any way diminishing my activity 
in civil ti&itB, Just as millions of Negro and white people 
are doing day in and day out. 
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Pr« King. 
Yes sir. 

Vhat woald you do sir* to bring the war to a halt? 
I feel that the TTnlted States Is superbly placed 
to Initiate steps that I believe can bring an end 
to this war. The first thing I would suggest In line 
with that of many other people Is the halting of the 
bombing. Secondly* I think we should take the inltlatl^ 
to bring about a cease fire. I think unilaterally 
we can do that hoping that as a result of this It 
will create the atmosphere for negotiations. I 
think we should also begin the' process of removing 
all military build-up in Southeast Asia* where there 
Is in *nialland and stop interfering in Laos. I think 
the fourth thing that should be done is to make an 
unequivocal statement that the National Liberation 
Front should be a part of the negotiations* and also 
recognize realistiely that many people in South 
▼let Nam follow the National Liberation Front* and 
that they must be a part in the future government. 
And finally I think we should just reconvene the 
Geneva Conference* in other words abide by the Geneva 



Corps by setting a date that we will remove our troops 
from Viet Nam* and I believe all of this will bring 
about a comment which will force Hanoi to negotiate. 
How then will we keep the civil rights moving at 
the same tempo* to being the war to a halt* and what 
would you desire to see done there? 
Veil* I think mauiy of the resources that we are 
putting in this war would be placed into programs 
that would certainly make equality and Justice a 
greater reality for Kegroes* and for all of the poor 
people of our country. We are spending about 35 
billion dollars a year In Viet Nam* the war in 
Viet Nam* and we are not quite coming up to two billion 
in the skirmish against poverty* and until we get rid 
of this war and get rid of our obsession with it as 
a nation* these proipi'ams are going to continue to 
suffer* the programs dealing with poverty, the programs 
dealing with slums and getting rid of the blight of 
our cities* so that the resources in the war can well 
be turned and should be turned toward the ending of 
poverty and all of the conditions that make for our 
frustration and despair in our cities all over the 
country, . _ 
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Qt Dc*. Klngi we are talldng about peace In 71et Nam« 

what about civil rights? 

Klngt Vellf I*ve tried to make that clear In thlt statement 
and X nave great re^ct for Sr. Bunch« but I certaliuy 

can agree with that I think I have not only a 

right but I think I have a responsibility to take 
a stand in both of these areas « and I don*t think 
he weakens either. Z said a few minutes ago that 
I am a clergyman and I take my responsibility as a 
clergyman very seriously and I think tiat along with 
the priestly function of the clergyman^ the]*e Is 
prophetic function^ and that means ths^t I must forever 

seek to bring the Inslc^ts of our ■ 

Christian heritage to on the social 

evils of our day* and I think war Is a social evil 
consequently I must take a stand on this. I do It 
not out of anger. ».I do It out of great anxiety and 
agony and anguish of spirit In majiy points because 
I feel that this war Is damaging the soul of our 
nation* and It Is diverting attention from civil 
rights* so I do not see how anybody can fall to see 
the interrelatedness of the two Issues. 

Q: But In practical terms* doesn't this number one divide 

the civil rights movement to begin with* and secondly* 
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lose the civil rights movement a great deal of support 
by those people who are in favor of war In Viet Nam? 
King: I think the existence of the war In Viet Nam does 
much more to weaken the civil rights movement than 
my standing against the war In Viet Nan. 
Q: (Cut off, cannot hear) 

■ King: I think again the war In Viet Nam la a much graver 

injustice to Negroes In the United States than ai^- 
thing that I could say against that war, that Is the 

only answer I can give to that .« .Negroes are 

\ ■ In numbers, Negroes are 10% of the population of 

this country, and 22^ of the deaths In viet Nam. 
Negroes are experiencing spiritual and psychological 
death In the slums of our cities every day because 
v"**^ the programs are not emerging to solve those problems, 

and they are not emerging In many instances because 
of the war In Viet Nam. Consequently, I would aaj 
that the unjustlce Is being done to Negroes, and 
being done by the existence of this war, and not by 
any statement that I am making or any Involvement 
that I may have In the peace movement. 
Q: Dr. King, I'd like to put the question this way sir. 

Some of your severest critics are basing their 
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argument against you on the claim that your placing 
the principle blame for the war In Viet Nam on the 
United States rather than on the other side. Kow« 
how do you deal with this argument? 
King: Vell# I deal with it only on the hasis of the facts 
there is no doubt about the fact that we initiated 
the build-up of this war on land^ on the seas and 
In the air. And, this is why I say that we must 
take initiatives to end the war. There is no doubt 
about the fact that Viet Nam declared itself Independeni 
in 1943* Ve refused to accept or recognize Viet Nam 
at that time and this was before China, Communist 
China, came into being. After that for eight years 
we have supported the French and their attempt to 
recapture their former colony, and we supported it 
toward the end to the tune of more than 80^ of the 
financial and supply build-up of that particular war, 
and even after the French started despairing of our 
reckless action we encouraged them to go on, and even 

after they were defeated and we still 

were determined after the Geneva accord in 1954, we 
participated in bringing to power Preimer ia.em who 
engaged in some of the most ruthless and oppressive 
actions known in that particular area of the world. 
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/^"^La participated In helping Diem prevent the election 

\con't J 

of 1956* from taking place j so anybody can see that 
our hands are not clean In the situation. I am not 
white -washing Hanoi...! do not approve of violence, 
I am a non -violent believer devotee and I want this 
conflict to be solved non -violently, without violence, 
but we must admit that the United States has participate 
In this build-up and I think It Is because of the 
misreading of history on our part, a kind of paranoid 
or morbid fear of c(»mnunl8m. 



m. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER-C 



The source advised that after the news conference at 
the Biltmore Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles, King proceeded to 
Occidental College, Los Angeles, where he spoke before the 
student body in Thorne Hall at 11:00 a^m., April 12, 196? - The 
source estimated that an overflow crowd of students and professors 
totaling thirteen hundred were in attendance or who listened to 
Dr, King^s speech by means of auxiliary speakers set up in 
adjoining rooms to Thome Hall. The speech was well received j 
according to the source. Dr. King spoke on integration and 
suggested a massive integration program be undertaken by the 
United States, He told of the need for a guaranteed annual 
income and he favored the adoption of a National Bill of Rights 
for all Negroes, similar to that which has been established for 
the veterans of World War II, the Korean War, and the current 
Vietnam War. He stated that in his opinion, the Vietnam War was 
a needless waste of time and money, and that this country's 
resources should be directed toward the Poverty Program* 

Following Dr. King's speech, an impromptu press con- 
ference was held, at which time he briefly touched on current 
inequities in the draft and the fact that more Negro soldiers were 
dying in the war than Caucasian soldiers. He explained that 
many Negroes, in order to enhance their economic status, Join 
the service and are subsequently sent to the war zone, and this 
was the reason for the higher percentage of Negroes being killed 
or wounded than the Caucasian soldiers « 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI ajid is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
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Attached for your approval for dissemination are 
copies of a letterhead memorandum contalnii^ following: 

i>i^ ^^(PjHHURFadvised that Stanl^y^evlson, top 
advisor to Martin Luther King^ Jr.^ Pjf^siaent, Southern 

Christian Leadership ConfereQce, was in contact with an . 
associate recently. Levison commented that he was in 
contact recently with Rockefeller concerning some Iron ore 
deposits In Venezuela. At that time Rockefeller evidenced 
displeasure with King^s stand on Vietnam, Rockefeller requested 
Levison to arrange a meeting between King and RbckefellM: to 
discuss this matter, yj f-^ 

Levison was pleased at this development because 
this would give King an opportunity to discuss South America 
with Rockefeller, King feels that South America Is the next 
Vietnam and he would like to advise Rockefeller of what steps 
to take to thwart this. It is believed that the Rockefeller^ 
referred to by Levison is Nelson Rockefeller, Governor of ^ 
New York. 
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That the copies of the enclosures be ferward^ by 
routing slips to Mrs, Mildred Stegall, the White Housejr^the 
Honorable Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable Richard 
Helms, the Central Intelligence Agency; the Attorney General; 
and Assistant Attorneys General jfff Doar. (J^ 
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*r.A55'^'\ On April 11, 1967, a confidential source, who has 

furnished reliable information in the past, advised that he 
had learned that Martin Luther King, the President of the 
SCLC, met with several of his advisors on that date, namely, 
Stanley Levison, Harry Wachtel, Andrew Young, Executive 
Assistant to Kino, and Tom Offenberger, the SCLC Public 
relations man. Their conference concerned an attack made 
against King by the National Associaticni for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) arising from a speech by King on 
April 4, 1967, It was during the speech that King urged 
Negroes to beccne conscientious objectors to the war in 
Vietnam, 

Levison, Wachtel and Offenberger agreed to compose 
separate statements and give them to Dora McDonald, Kind's 
personal secretary. Upon receiving their statements. King 
and Young agreed to assemble a statement from the three and 
then deliver the statement on April 12 > 1967, during a press 
conference in Los Angeles, California. ^ 

The statements to be made by King would not only 
answer the allegations made by the NAACP, but a critical 
statement by Senator Jacob Javits as well. According to the 
source, the remarks made by the NAACP and Senator Javits ^ 
were that King and the SCLC were trying to fuse the civil 3 
rights movement and the peace movement, ^ 
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Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 

President of the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, New York, Mew York, |^ 



A characterization of the National 
Lawyers Guild is attached hereto. 




Mith respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
orc^anization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther King, Jr, 
is the president ^ and serves to raise 
funds for the SCLC# 
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h. APPENDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYEflS GUILD 



The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, B.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 19^4, p. l49.) 

the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front org^filzatlons, 
and controlled unions^ and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including knovm espionage agents.^ 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

U/^'itta r-. Dy^^^'*^^- 'JT 0*5 4- U 1^tr% 4- 4 ^ ^ 1 

Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17, 1950») 

"3. *To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself • 

Amr\v\rv «^ 4 4- 4 ^-k^ ^ -^-Via 4^ 4f> # 

National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Commimist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee^. Handbook 
for Amerjtcan«^.S^J)OQ^._ZlZ, JlprJJL.23i 
1956, p. 910" 
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Re New York teletype; dated H/7/67. 
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1 



IB 



11 1S67 



Appioved 



iipeci^l Ac:ent in' Chartji 



61 APR 





4-75U (2^7.7H) ^ 

1 f } xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



E^^Deleted under exemption(s) ^ 



with no segregable 



material available for release to you. 
CZl Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
CD Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) ^ 



» was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the infomation originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBL 
Page(s) withheld for tiie following reason(s): 



□ For your infonnation: , 

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
K DELATED PAGE(S> K 

<l NO DUPLICATION FEE v 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

xxxxxx 



PBI/DOJ 




.VlCi 



ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jCItiCE 




In BtjAx, Pktue Reltr m 
FiUNo. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.'Wew York, New York 
fibril 10, 1967 



Communist Infiltration of 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 




or 

La 



< 



Lu u_ or 
cc Ij ^ 

LUc/> 

*^ 5^? r ux 

CL Q > 9: h- 
Ql 2 O -J < 
<<<(/) O 



On April 6, 1967, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable infcrrnation in the past, advised that 
Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel, New York advisors to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., were in conference concerninr^ King's ^ 
speech at Riverside Church, New York City, on April 4, 1967. ^ 

Hachtel thought the text of King's speech was solid 
and wants it printed for distribution. Levison felt the 
speech was too advanced for many Neproes and tha,t it did not 
constitute the widest appeal. King, Levison feels, should t 
not have spoken from the point of view of a Vietcong peasant 

It was Levison' s belief that Andrew Younq, Executive 
Director of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
wrote King's speech, but ^?achtel believes that "guy at Spellman" 
(Spelman Collej^e, Atlanta) wrote it* Wachtel felt the 
section of the speech about this country acting like Germany 
acted in the last war offended many people. Levison agreed, 
and coTomented Kins should realize he" is dealing with the 
State Department and tne Pentagon and not some stupid sheriff, 
and that if he did c^et people to stand on bridges in Vietnam,^ 
they would not be bombed, but instead there would be an 
invasion of North Vietnam, which King would be responsible for. 

With rei^ard to Kino;'s scheduled appearance before 

the Sorinc^ Mobilization Committee to End the ^^ar in Vietnam ^ 




V on April 15, 1967, Levison is unenthusiastic , since he does 
^^Jnot feel that King can capture that audience. 




Classified by fcO 

Dale of Di^c^icalioMei}^ 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
a<?ency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 



your ^enc^j^ 



fiiTS OF EZVID 




CoinmunisLt* InfilV. ation of 
Racial Matters 



According to Levxson, Sennett (Dr* John Bennett, 
President of Union Theological Seminary, New York City) and 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr (Professor Emeritus, Union Theological 
Seminary) have talked about fretting ten thousand young nen 
and their parents to r;o to V/ashington to turn in their draft, 
cards* Levison felt they would violate the law if they do A 
this. ^ 




Finally, Wachtel mentioned that Kin^ will meat 
with Rockefeller (Governor ilelson Rockefeller, i!ew York) on 
April 22 or 24, 1967 , to discuss the Vietnam position of King»^ 



Levison and Joan Daves (Publishers' Representative) 
were also in contact on April 6, 1967, during which Levison 
revealed that King will chancre his emphasis from peace to the 
Chicago Action Campaign after the middle of April. Levison ^ 
also disclosed that a meeting dealing with tactics will be M 
held in Atlanta in the near future* 



Q 



CoBBnunlst Influence In Racial Matters 



Harry Wachtel la the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human U 

Rights, New York, New York. 




A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild Is attached hereto. 




With respect to the Oandhl Society for Human 
Rights, It is to l>e noted that this organization 5.8 an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), of which Martin Luther #. 
King, Jr.> Is the president, and serves to ^ 
raise funds for the SCLC. 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 



APPENDIX 





The "Guide to Subversive Organizations nnd 
Publications," revised and published as of Decemcrer 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Cominittee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following ijL 
concerning the National Lawyers Gui3.d: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(special CoTmrjlttPe on Un-- American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on th^i 
CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 1944, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which *ls 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front orgg^ilzatlons, 
and controlled unions' and which • since 
its inception h^as never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and Individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents,' 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National (1^ 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, ^'"'^ 
originally related September 17^ 1950.) 

"3* 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals In behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself • 
Among these organizations are the ♦ ♦ * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection,' ^ 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of tbelX. 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americana, SL DocL. il7j JVpril 23, 
1956, p. 91-)" 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



Attached for your approval for dissemination are . i 
copies of a letterhead aeoorandua concerning the following :M 

On April 11, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President, Andrew Toung, Executive Director, and Tom Offenberger, 
Public Relations Director, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference were in conference with King's top advisors « 
This conference was concerning the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People's attack on the anti-** 
Vietnam speech delivered by King on April 4, 1967. It was 
decided both statements made by the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People and Senator Jacob Javlts, 
Democrat, New York, attacking King's speech had to be 
answered. It was agreed that Stanley Levison, Harry Wachtel^ 
and Tom Of fenberger would compose separate statements that 
King could consolidate and use in a press conference to be 
held at Los Angeles, California, on 4/12/67« Harry Wachtel 
is a former member of the National Lawyers Guild, a cited^ 
Communist Party front and Stanley Levison is a long-time 
secret Communist Party member « ^t^JfT 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That attached be forwarded by routing slips to 
Mrs« Mildred Stegall, The White House, Honorable Dean Rusk, 
Secretary of State, Honorable Robert McNamara, Secretary of (J^ 
Defense, the Attorney General and Assistant Attorneys General 
Yeagley and Doar« 

inference 



I 



NO 



I 



4^ 




Enclosures 
100-106670 



aerai ^ 



'.TE OF EZVlIlrt 



1 - 100^38794 
DMW:eco V V 
(7) >^ ,|0 

1-2.4.2-0; 



(Southern Christi<^n Leadershl 





1 - Kr. DeLofteh 
I - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. SulliTun 
X - Mr* C. D, Brennan 




April 1907 
1 - Kr, D. W«lls 



to 



The follevias infonatloa ham auppllvd by 
confidential souroas ox this nuroaii «u» Bavo niraiohod i 
reliable infonatloa la tbe paat* lA 

te April U, 1967, Skrtla tatber Eiag, J!r. , 
l^esideat; Asdrev Toung. beetitiTe Direetori and Jbm 
Qffenberger, Publie lelatioaa Director, Soatbera Cbriatlaa 
beadersbip Ooaference; «ere in eoafereace eitb King's tap 
adTiaora, Stanley Leviaoa and Barry Vaebtel. tbia 
eoaferenee waa aoacerniag tbe atateaaat aade by tbe 

attaekiag the anti-Tietaaa War apeecb delivered by Kiac ea 
April 4, 1967. It vaa decided that betb the atateaeata 
aada by the Bbtioaal Aaaoeiatioa for the Advaacaaeat af 
Colored Faopleaad Seaator Jacob Jarita, Oeaoerat, Bav To«%» 
attaekiag Kiag*a apeeob bad to be anaverad. It waa agreed 
that LevlaoB, Yaehtel, aad Qtfeaberger aoald eaapoaa 
aeparate atateaeata that Blag could aoaaolidate aad aaa la&^ 
a preaa eoaferenee to ba bald la Lea Aagelea, Callfaraia, ^ 



•taalay LaYiaoa la a long-tlaa eoaanalat aboaa 
aacrat aaaberabip ia the Ooaaaaiat Varty, BBA, baa baaa 
aatabliabed aa of /uly, 1963. Barry laohtal ia a foraar 
aaaber af tbe Batioaal iMyera Qoiid, aa ergaaiaatioa ^ieb 
V baa beea deaigaated aa a eowaaiat ftront by tbe Ooaaittaa ^ 
«a Oa-Aaericaa Aetlwitlaa, Baited Stataa Beaaa af ^ ^ 
ItepreaeatatlTaa* 

ZSSQX COblXS TO THK YRITB BOOSE, 8BCRSTABT OF StATB BUSK,., 
BXCRETABT OP DSPEBSX BCBABARA, TBI ATTOBNBT GEHBBAL, ABD ^ 
ASSISTANT ATTOBMBTB CmBAL IfgkGUSf ABD BQAB. , \ 

y iiA''''. J 



Uohr 

wick 

^""K- • — 

CoUohon 
Conrod _ 

Felt 

Gale 

RoB«n 



^"^ '^.'^BY Snm ''^^ fell" .| • "^^^OVCh I 



Tovei _ 




n^A ^ ^ - " mwlroomLJ teletype omit □ p^^^u^r (V^^^ : 



( 




I 



Martin Litth»r King» J!r. 

Sm C. P, Brennan to Mr. W« C. Bullivaa MaMranduM/ 1^ 
4ated 4/12/67f sane eaptlonf prepared by liinr:4|M 

Classified **8eoret** Inasvuch as the souroes for 
the above Infomatlon are blghly sensitive soarcss relating^ 
to the racial situatisn. 
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Domestic lnt*Ilig*nc« Division 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 

nn.. 4/6/67 



^- °* Rockefell( 

in attached teletype is unknown. 
However, It is noted that 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller of 
New York State has extensive 
land holdings in Venezuela, 
South Anerica. ^ 

Information in the attached 
Will be furnished the White 



5; ^ ^- 




0 



FBI MEU ItORJ^ /5/ 
200 PM^/^QENT 4/6/£7 



TO 



jnv 



AiD ATLANTA 



TELETYPE UNIT 

fNCdOfn MESSAG 



ATLANTA VIA WASHINGTON ENCODED 
WARTIN LOIJCfbpKtttftittaatilWiECURITY MATTER • jai,, 

AND FIEI.D OFFICES >«, JIPPROITTATF AP^^^S 
SilP(S) OF 




OO-ATLANTADVism&Y^juinKJ . _ 



Mr. Troiter^ 
Tde. Room — 
Miss Holmes., 
Miss G»ndy_ 



DATE 

bC4 fc^dV''"'-^ 



ido-lbe^Vo ATLANTA 100-5586 NEW YORK 100-156581 

'FURNISHED INFORMATION 




ON Jj^UL. 

ON AfRIL FIVE LAST WHICH DISCLOSED THAT STANLEY LEVISON, /^^^^V'^^f^ 
WHILE IN CONTACT WITH A MAN WHOM SOURCE PID NOT KNOW, REVEALED TlfAT ^ 
HE, LEVISON,N(Ap TALKED TO ROCKEFELLER (BELIEVED ALLUDING ,W 
60VERN0R MELSONfROCKEFELLER ) HECENTLY ABOUT VENEZUELAN IROaW ^ ' 
DEPOSITS WHICH "TH^ (ROCKEFELLER ENTERPRI^ ARE NEGOTIATJnS ^ 
WITH THE VENEZUELAN 60VERN«ENT. ACCORDING TO LEVISON, IT WAS ^ 
DURING CONTACT THAT ROCKEFELLER ASKED 4!U|^RAN6E A MEETING BETWEEN 
MARTIN XING AND HIMSELF SO THAT ^^^'^^^f^^^^-^^'^ 
HIS STAND ON VIETNAM. ROCKEFELLER 




HE 




6REEMERT WITH XING THAT HE JUST HAD TO TALK TO HIM. LEVISON 

9 APR 14 067 

»EMAR|CEO TO UNMALE THAT ROCKEFELLER' S REQUEST WAS A RE AL BR EAK 
VSINCE jiN||^HAD MENTIONED ON APRIL FOUR LAST THAT HE WOULD LIKE^tO 

I CONF|p jtflTH NIH ABOUT " ~ ^-o- 

END PA^E ONE 




m'ixtiMTtei Bg^sojarS Aeric*. kiig, AccooDna 



^■^^OV'VCIU IT, 
ATS Q¥ aaiL^ 




sicagj 



i FDR IHE DIRECTOR 




PAGE TVO 

TO LEVISON, BELIEVES SOUTH AMERICA WILL BE THE IIEXT VIETiAH AID 
THEREFORE tfANTS TO ADVISE ROCKEFELLER AS TO WHAT ACTIOM HE SHOULD 
TAKE TO THWART IT. LEVISOH ENDED HIS COHTACT BY STATIBG THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE TO CONTACT KING TO SEE WHEN THE MEETING COULD BE ARRANGED. 
LHH FOLLOWS. 

EiD 



HL- R EfcAY 

-1.* " ^ 

FBI WASH ^ -DC 
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TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT: 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Kr. W. C. Sullivan 



1 



To J son . 



1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr, W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

DATE: April 10, 1967 

1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 



DeLoQcfa . 

Mohr 

Wick 

Casper 

Coildhcin . 

Conrad 

Felt 

ole 



'7 



C. D. Brennan 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
SBCURinr MATTER - C 




tottei 

ele. Boom — 
Holmes 




Attached for your approval lor dissemination is 
a letter to the White House containing a copy of the speech / 
delivered by Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern J iJij 
^ur^Sv^an Aieadershlp Conference, on April 4. 1967. at the [lij^v 
Riverside Church, New York, Nev York. 

The President has expressed an interest in obtaining ^ 
a copy of this speech. ^ yTl.v, 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

s*^^^-it ♦J^^ii.J?® enclosures be forwarded to Mrs. Mildred 

•■"•ega**, vuS ifuxte House. 



100-106670 



4^. 



1 - 100-438794 

(Southern Christian Leadership Conference) 

TiifWf««««^. y 




/6 ^'X^^^ 0 -cPS'^^ 
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IT' 



rj. t:t:: ""^'^atizd ^/ 
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© APR 14 1967 
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Kr^EIN 15 l'iT::i:-\3SIFIED 
E^'.'CEPI '.VHERE SHOWS 
OIHERWISE. 



I COME TO'y THIS KiAGMTICEKT HOUSE OF 



\70RSHIP TONIGHT BECAUSS MY OONSCIENCEL LEAVES ME 



KO OTi-IiSIl CKOlCii:. 1 JOIN YOU IK TmS MEBTING BECAUSE 



I AM IN DEEPEST AGREEMENT V^ITH THE A/lvlS AKDV \70RiC 



or THE ORGANIZATION WI-aCH IIAS BROUGHT US TOGETHER: 



CLERGY AND LAYMEN C0X4CERNED ABOUT VIET NAM. THE 



REC11.NT STATEMENT OF YOUR EXECUTIVE C01v£r^ITTEE ARE 



THE SENTIMENTS OF MY OV7N HEART AND I FOUND MYSELF 



IN FULL ACCORD V/KEN I READ ITS OPENUIG LIN2S: "A TIME 



COMES V/KEN SILENCE IS BETRAYAL, THAT TI^v^E K/iS COME 



FOR US RELATION ToVlGT NAM. " 



1 



Di'. lJlx.T\.h-i Lutl't?v Kin;;, Jr. 
The 'B^'/<iToiCi Church 
Now Yorl-, Kcw York 
Tucc/3?.y. April -S, 1967 . 




BEYOND VIET NAM 



( 

f 

^ '> m, 
mm ^ ^ 

THE TRUTH OF THESE V/ORDS IS BEYOND BOUBT, 
BUT THE MT^SION TO \7HICH TKEY CAL,L US IS A MOST DIFFICULT 
ONE. EVI3N V/'HEN PRESSED BY THE DEIvIANDS OF INNER TRUTH 
MEN DO NOT EASILY ASSUME THE TASK OF OPPOSING THEIR 
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY, ESPECIALLY IN TIME OF V/AR. NOR 
DOES THE HUMAN SPIRIT MOVE V/ITHOUT GREAT DIFFICULTY 
AGAINST ALL THE APATHY OF CONFORlVlIST THOUGHT WITHIN 

F 

ONE'S OV^N BOSUM AND IN THE SURROUNDING WORLD, MOREOVER 
WHEN THE ISSUES AT HAND SEEM AS PERPLEXING AS THEY OFTEN 
DO IN THE CASE OF THIS DREADFUL CONFLICT V/E ARE ALWAYS 
ON THE VERGE OF BEING MESMEPaZED BY UNCERTAINTY: BUT 
V/E MUST MOVE ON. 

SOME OF US WHO HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO 
BREAK THE SILENCE OF THE NIGHT HAVE FOUND THAT THE 



- 3 - 

CALLING TO SPEAK IS OFTEN A VOCATION OF AGONY, BUT 
WE MUST SPEAK. V/E MUST SPE/ K WITH ALL'. THE HUMILITY 
THAT IS APPROPRIATE TO OUR LIMITED VISION. BUT V^E MUST 
SPEAK. AND V;E MUST REJOICE AS \VELL» FOR SURELY THIS 
IS THE FIRST TIME IN OUR NATION'S HISTORY THAT A 
SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF ITS RELIGIOUS LEADERS KAVECCHOSEN 
TO MOVE BEYOND THE PROPHESYING OF SMOOTH PATRIOTISM 

r 

TO THE HIGH GROUNDS . OF A FIRM Dl.SS ENT BASED UPON 
THE hlANDA.TES OF CONSCIENCE AND THE READING OF HISTORY. 
PERHAPS A NEV/ SPIRIT IS RISING AMONG US. IF IT IS LET US 
TRACE ITS m6\?'EMENTS WELL AND PRAY THAT OUR OV/N 
INNER BEII^G MAY BE SENSITIVE TO ITS GUIDANCE. FOR WE 
ARE DEEPLY IN NEED OF A NEW WAY BEYOND THE DARKNESS 
THAT SEEMS SO CLOSE AROUND US, 



» 4 - 

OVER TKE PAST TWO YEARS AS I HAVE 
MOVED TO BREAK THE BETRAYAL OF MY OV/N SILENCES AND 
TO SPEAK FROM THE BURNINGS OF MY OWN HEART, AS I HAVE 
CALLED FOR RADICAL DEPARTURES FROM THE DESTRUCTION 
OF VIET NAM, MANY PERSONS HAVE QUESTIONED ME ABOUT 
THE Y/ISDOM OF MY PATH. AT TKE HEART OF THEIR CONCERNS 
THIS QUERY HAS OFTEN LOOMED LARGE AND LOUD: WHY ARE 
YOU SPEx^KlNG ABOUT THE V/AR, DR. KING? WHY ARE YOU 
JOINING THE VOICES OF DISSENT ? PEACE AND CIVIL RIGHTS 
DON'T MIX, THEY SAY. AREN'T YOU HURTING THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR PEOPLE, THEY ASK ? AND WHEN I HEAR THEM, 
THOUGH I OFTEN UNDERSTAND THE SOURCE OF THEIR CONCERN, 
I AM NEVERTHELESS GREATLYS/iDDEKED, FOR SUCH QUESTIONS 
MEAN THAT TKE INQUIRERS HAVE NOT REALLY KNOWN ME, MY 
COMMITMENT OR MY CALLING, INDEED, THEIR QUESTIONS 



SUGGEST THAT THEY DO NOT KNOW THE V/ORLD IN V^HICK 
THEY LIVE. 

IN THE LIGHT OF SUCH TRAGIC MISUNDER- 
STANDING I DEEM IT OF SIGNAL IMPORTANCE TO TRY TO 
STATE CLEARLY, AND I TRUST CONaSELY, WHY I BELIEVE 
THAT THE PATH FROM DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH— 
THE BHURCH IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA W^IERE I BEGAN 

r 

, I 

MY PASTORATE— LEADS CLEARLY TO THIS SANCTUARY Ti2>I>JIGHT. 

SINCE I AM A PREACHER BY TRADE, I SUPPOSE 
IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT I HAVE SEVEN MAJOR REASONS 
FOR BRINGING VIET NAM INTO THE ITELD OF MY MORAL 
VISION. THERE IS AT THE OUTSET A VERY OBVIOUS AND ALMOST 
FACILE CONNECTION BETV/EEN • THE WAR IN VIET NAM AND 
THE STRUGGLE I, AND OTHERS, HAVE BEEN WAGING IN AMEPaCA. 
A FEV/ :YEARS AGO THERE WAS A SHINING MOMENT IN THAT 



STRUGGLE. IT SEEMED AS IP THERE WAS A REAL PROMISE 
OF HOPE FOR THE POOR— BOTH BLACK AND V/HITE— THROUGH 
THE POVERTY PROGRAM. THi:RE V/ERE EXPERIMENTS, HOPES, 
NEW BEGINNINGS. THEN CAME THE BUILD-UP IN VIET NAM 
AND 1 WATCHED THE PROGRAM BROKEN AND EVISCERATED 
AS IF IT WERE SOME' IDLE POLITICAL PLAYTHING OF A 
SOCIETY GONE MAD ON WAR, AND I KNEW THAT AMERICA 
WOULD - NEVER INVEST THE NECESSARY FUNDS Oik ENERGIES 
IN REHABILITATION OF ITS POOR SO LONG AS ADVENTURES 
LIKE VIET NAM CONTINUED TO DRAV/ MEN AND SIOLLS AND 
MONEY LIKE SOME DEMONIC DESTRUCTIVE SUCTION TUBE. SO 
I WAS INCREASINGLY COMPELLED TO SEE THE WAR AS AN ENEMY 
OF THE POOR AND TO ATTACK IT AS SUCH. 

PERHAPS THE MORE TRAGIC RECOGNITION OF 
REALITY TOOK PLACE WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR TO ME THAT 



THE V/AR WAS DOING FAR MORE THAN DEVASTATING THE 
HOPES OF THE POOR AT HOME. IT WAS SENDING THEIR SONS 
AND THEIR BROTHERS AND THEIR HUSBANDS TO FIGHT AND TO 
DIE IN EXTRAORDINARILY HIGH PROPORTIONS RELATIVE TO 
THE REST OF THE POPULATION. WE WERE TAKING THE BLACK 
YOUNG MEN WHO HAD BEEN CRIPPLED BY OUR SOCIETY AND 
SENDING THEM 8, 000 MILES AV/AY TO GUARANTEE LIBERTIES 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA V/HICH THEY HAD NOT FOUND IN SOUTHWEST 
GEORGIA AND EAST HARLEM. SO WE HAJVE BEEN REPEATEDLY 
FACED WITH THE CRUEL IRONY OF WATCHING NEGRO AND V/HITE 
BOYS ON TV SCREENS AS THEY KILL AND DIE TOGETHER FOR 
A NATION THAT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO SEAT THEM TOGETHER 
IN THE SAME SCHOOLS, SO WE WATCH THEM IN BRjtJAL 
SOLIDARITY BURNING THEHUTS OF A POOR VILLAGE BUT WE 
REALIZE THAT THEY WOULD NEVER LIVE ON THE SAME BLOCK 
IN DETROIT. 1 COULD NOT BE SILENT IN THE FACE OF SUCH 
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CRUEL IvI/iNIPULATION OF THE POOR, 

MY THIRD REASON MO\'ES TO AN EVEN 
DEEPER LEVEL OF AWARENESS, FOR IT GROWS OUT OF MY 
EXPERIENCE IN THE GHETTOS OF THE NORTH OVER THE LAST 
THREE YEARS— ESPECIALLY THE LAST THREE SUMMERS, AS 
I HAVE WALKED AMONG THE DESPERATE, REJECTED AND 
ANGRY YOUNG MEN I HAVE TOLD THEM THA T MOLOTOV COCKTAILS 

f 

AND RIFLES WOULD NOT SOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS. I HAVE 
TRIED TO OFFER THEM MY DEEPEST COMPASSION WHILE 
MAINTAINING MY CONVICTION THAT SOCIAL CHANGE COMES 
MOST MEANINGFULLY THROUC^H NON- VIOLENT ACTION. BUT 
THEY ASKED— AND RIGHTLY SO— WHAT ABOUT VIET NAM? 
THEY ASKED IF OUR OV/N NATION WASN'ST USING MASSIVE 
DOSES OF VIOLENCE TO SOLVE ITS PROBLEMS, TO BRING 



ABOUT THE CHANGES IT VMNTED. THEIR QUESTIONS HIT 
HOME, AND I KNEW THAT I COULD NEVER AGAIN RAISE 
VOICE AGAINST THE' I VIOLENCE OF THE OPPRESSED IN 
THE GHETTOS V/ITHOUT HAVING FIRST SPOKEN CLEARLY 
TO THE GREATEST PURVEYOR OF VIOLENCE IN THE WORLD 
TODAY— MY OWN GOVERNMENT. FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE 
BOYSs FOR THE SAKE OF THIS GOVERI^ENT, FOR THE SAKE 
OF TEE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS TREMBLIIVG UNDER OUR 
VIOLENCE, I CANNOT BE SILENT. 

FOR THOSE WHO ASK THE QUESTION, "AREN'T 
YOU A CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER?" AND THEREBY MEAN TO 
EXCLUDE ME FROM THE MOVEMENT FOR PEACE, I HAVE 
THIS FURTHER ANSWER. IN 1957 WHEN A GROUP OF US FORMED 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, WE 
CHOSE AS OUR MOTTO: "TO SAVE THE SOUL OF AMERICA. " 



V/E V/ERE COITVINCED THAT WE COULD NOT LIKIIT OUR 
VISION TO CERTAIN RIGHTS FOR BLACK PEOPLE, BUT INSTEAD 
AFFIRMED THE CONVICTION THAT AMERICA Y/OULD NEVER BE 
FREE OR SAVED FR.OM ITSELF UNLESS THE DESCENDANTS OF 
ITS SLAVES WERE LOOSED COMPLETELY FROM THE SHACKLES 
THEY STILL WEAR. IN A WAY WE WERE AGREEING WITH 
LANGSTON HUGHES, THAT BLACK BARD OF HARLEM, WHO 
HAD WRITTEN EARLIER: 

I 

f 

O, YES, 

I SAY IT PLAIN, 

AMERICA NEVER WAS AMERICA TO ME, 
AND YET I SWEAR THIS OATH- 
AMERICA WILL BE! 

NOW, IT SHOULD EE INCANDESGENTLY 
CLEAR THAT NO ONE WHO HAS ANY CONCERN FOR THE 



INTEGRITY AND LIFE OF AMERICA TODAY CAN IGNORE THE 

PRESENT WAR. IF AMERICA'S SOUL BECOMES TOTALLY 

POISONED, PART OF THE AUTOPSY*/. MUST READ VIET NAM. 

IT CAN NEVER BE SAVED SO LONG AS IT DESTROYS THE 

t 

DEEPEST HOPES OF MEN THE WORLD OVER. SO IT IS THAT 
THOSE OF US WHO ARE YET DETERMINED THAT AMERICA WILL 
BE ARE LEAD DOWN THE PATH OF PROTEST AND DISSENT, 
WORKING FOR THE HEALTH OF OUR LAND. 

f 

AS IF THE WEIGHT OF SUCH A COMMITMENT ' 
TO THEr. LIFE AND HEALTH OF AMERICA WERE NOT ENOUGH, 
ANOTHER BURDEN OF RESPONSIBILITY WAS PLACED UPON ME 
IN 1964; AND I CANNOT FORGET THAT THE NOBEL PRIZE FOR 
PEACE V^AS ALSO A COMMISSION— A COMMISSION TO WORK 
HARDER TH/iN I HAD EVER WORKED BEFORE FOR "THE 
BROTHERHOOD OF MAN. " THIS IS A CALLING THAT TAKES 
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ME BEYOND NATIONAL ALLEGIANCES, BUT EVEN IF IT \7ERE 
NOT PRESENT 1 V/OULD YET HAVE TO LIVE V/ITH THE MEANING 
OF MY COMMITMENT TO THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST. TO 
ME THE RELATIONSHIP OF THIS MINISTRY TO THE MArciNG OF 
PEACE IS SO OBVIOUS THAT I SOMETIMES MARVELAT THOSE 
WHO ASK ME WHY I AM SPEAKING AGAINST THE WAR. COULD IT 
BE THAT THEY DO NOT KNOVf THAT THE GOOD NEWS WAS MEANT FOR 

ALL MEN— FOR COMMUNIST AND CAPITALIST, FOR THEIR 

. t 

CHILDREN AND OURS. FOR BLACK AND FOR WHITE, FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY AND CONSERVATIVE? HAVE THEY FORGO^TTEN 

owe 

THAT my: ministry IS IN OBEDIENCE TO THE ^7fIO ITHO LOVED 
HIS ENEMIES SO FULLY THAT HE DIED FOR THEM? WHAT THEN 
CAN I SAY TO THE VIET Cong OR TO CASTRO OR TO MAO AS A 
FAITHFUL MINISTER OF THIS ONE ? CAN I THREATEN THEM WITH 
DEATH OR MUST I NOT SHARE WITH TKEM MY LIFE ? 



FINALLY, AS I TRY TO DILIKEATE FOR YOU 
AND FOR MYSELF THE ROAD THAT LEADS FROM MONTGOMERY 
TO THIS PLACE I WOULD HAVF OFFERED ALL THAT WAS MOST 
VALID IF I SUvlPLY SAID THAT I MUST BE TRUE TO MY .CONVICTION 
THST I SHARE WITH ALL MEN THE CALLING TO BE A SON OF 
THE LIVING GOD. BEYOND THE CALLING OF RACE OR NATION 
OR CREED IS THIS VOCATION OF SONSHIP AND BROTHERHOOD, 
AND BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT THE FATHER I^ DEEPLY CON- 
CERNED ESPECIALLY FOR HIS ryUFFERING AND HE:IuV»L.^SS 
AND OUT CAST CHILDREN, I COME TONIGHT TO SPEAK FOR THEM, 

THIS I BEUEVE TO BE THE PRIVILEGE AND 
THE BURDEN OF ALL OF US WHO DEEM OURSELVES BOUND BY 
ALLEGIANCES AND LOYALTIES WHICH ARE BROADER AND 
DEEPER THAN NATIONALISM AND WHICH GO BEYOND OUR 
NATION'S SELF-DEFIN-ED GOALS AND POSITIONS. WE ARE 



CALLED TO SPEAK FOR THE WEAK, FOR THE VOICELESS, 
FOR THE VICTLVS OF OUR NATION AND FOR THOSE IT CALLS 
ENEMY, FOR NO DOCUMENT FROM HUMAN HANDS CAN MJ^KE 
THESE HUMANS ANY LESS OUR BROTHERS. 

AND AS I PONDER THE MADNESS OF VIET NAM 
AND SEARCH WITHIN MYSELF FOR WAYS TO UNDERSTAND AND 
RESPOND IN C02v2PASSION MY MIND GOES CONSTANTLY TO THE 
PEOPLE OF THAT PENINSULA. I SPEAK NQW NOT OF THE 
SOLDIERS OF EACH SIDE, NOT OF THE IDEOLOGIES OF THE 
LIBERATION FRONT, NOT OF THE JUNTA IN SAIGON, BUT SIMPLY 
OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN LIVING UNDER THE CURSE OF 
V;AR for almost three CENTINUOUS DECADES NOW. I THINK 
OF THEM TOO BECAUSE IT IS CLEAR TO ME THAT THERE WILL 
BE NO MEANINGFUL SOLUTION THERE UNTIL SOME ATTEMPT IS 
MADE TO KNOW THEM AND HEAR THEIR BROKEN CRIES. 



THEY MUST SEE AMERICANS AS STRANGE 
LIBERATORS. THE VIETNAMESE PEOP1.E PROCLAIMED THisiR. 
0\7N INDEPENDENCE IN 1945 AFTER A COMBINED FRENCH AND 
JAPANESE OCCUPATION, AND BEFORE THE COMMUNIS-^ 
REVOLUTION IN CHINA. THEY WERE LED BY KO CHI MINH. 
EVEN THOUGH THEY QUOTED THE AMERICAN DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE IN THEIR OWN DOCUMENT OF FREEDOM, WE 
REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE THEM. INSTEAD, WE DECIDED TO 
SUPPORT FRANCE IN ITS RE- CONQUEST OF HER FORMER COLONY. 

OUR GOVERNMENT FELT THEN THAT THE 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE WERE NOT "READY" FOR INDEPENDENCE, 
AND WE AGAIN FELL VICTIM TO THE DEADLY WESTERN ARROGANCE 
THAT HAS POISONED THE INTERNATIONAL ATMOSPHERE FOR SO 
LONG. WITH THAT TRAGIC DECISION WE REJECTED A 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT SEEKING SELF-DETERMINATION, 



AND A GOVERN3VIENT THAT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED NOT BY 
CHINA (FOR V/HOM THE VIETNAMESE HAVE NO GREAT LOVE) 
BUT BY CLEARLY INDIGENOUS FORCES THAT INCLUDED SOME 
COMMUNISTS. FOR THE PEASANTS THIS NEV.' GOVERNMENT 
MEANT REAL LAND REFORM, ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT 
NEEDS IN THEIR LIVES, 

FOR NINE YEARS FOLLOWING 1945 WE DENIED 
THE PEOPLE OF VIET NAM THE RIGHT OF INDEPENDENCE. FOR 

f 

NINE YEARS V/ E VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTED THE FRENCH IN THEIR 
ABORTT/E EFFORT TO RE-COLONIZE VIET NAM, 

BEFORE THE END OF THEWAR WE WERE 
MEETING 80% OF THE FRENCH WAR COSTS. EVEN BEFORE THE 
FRENCH \7ERE DEFEATED AT DIEN BIEN PHU, THEY BEGAN TO 
DESPAIR OF THEIR RECKLESS ACTION, BUT WE DID NOT. WE 
ENCOURAGED THEM WITH OUR HUGE FINANCIAL AND MILITARY 



SUPPLIES TO CONTINUE THE WAR EVEN AFTER TKEY HAD LOST 

THE -WILL. SOON WE V/OULD BE PAYING lALMOST THE FULL COSTS 

OF THIS TRAGIC ATTEMPT AT RE-COLONIZATION, 

AFTER THE FRENCH WERE DEFEATED IT 

LOOKED AS IF INDEPENDENCE AND LAND REFORM V/OULD COME 

AGAIN THROUGH THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS. BUT INSTEAD 

THERE CAME THE UNITED STATES, DETERlvimED THAT HO SHOULD 

NOT UNIFY THE TEMPORARILY DIVIDED NATION, AND THE 

. t 

PEASANTS V/ATCKED AGAIN AS WE SUPPORTED ONE OF THE MOST 
VICIOUS MODERN DICTATORS— OUR CHOSEN MAN. PREMIER DIEM. 
THE PEASANTS WATCHED AND CRINGED AS DIEM RUTHLESSLY 
ROUTED OUT ALL OPPOSITION, SUPPORTED THEIE EXTORTIONIST 
LANDLORDS AND REFUSED EVEN TO DISCUSS RE-UNIFICATION 
WITH THE NORTH. THE PEASANTS WATCHED AS ALL THIS WAS 
PRESIDED OVER BY U. S. INFLUENCE AND THEN BY INCREASING 




NUMBERS OF U. S. TB.OOPS Y.'-KO CAME TO HELP Q'JELL THE 
INSURGENCY TliAT DIEM'S METHODS HAD AROUSED. V/IIEN 
DIEM WAS OVEPvTHROV7N THEY MAY HAVE BEEN IIAPPY, BUT 
THE LONG LINE OF MILITARY DICTATORSHIPS SEEIvlED TO 
OFFER NO REAL CHANGE— ESPECIALLY IN TERMS OF THEIR 
NEED FOR LAND AND PEACE. 

THE ONLY CHANGE CAMEFROM AMERICA AS 
V/^E INCREASED OUR TROOP COMMITMENTS IN SUPPORT OF 
GOVERNMENTS WHICH WERE SINGULARLY CORRUPT, INEPT AND 
WITHOUT POPULAR SUPPORT. ALL THE WHILE THE PEOPLE 
READ OUR LEAFLETS AND RECEIVED REGULAR PROMISES OF 
PEACE AND DEMOCRACY— AND LAND REFORM. NOW THEY LANGUISH 
UNDER OUR BOMBS AND CONSIDER US— NOT THEIR FELLOW 
VIETNAMESE— THE REAL ENEMY. THEY MOVE SADLY AND 
APATHETICALLY AS WE HERD THEM OFFTHE LAND OF 



TKEIR FATHERS INTO CONCENTRATION CAMPS WKERE 
MINEvlAL SOCI/vL NEEDS ARE RARELY IvlET. TKEY KNOW 
THEY MUST MOVE OR BE DESTROYED BY OURBOMBS. SO 
THEY CO— PRIMARILY WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND THE AGED. 

THEY WATCH AS WE POISON THEIR WATER, AS 
WE DILL A MILLION ACRES OF THEIR CROPS. THEY MUST WEEP 
AS THE BULLDOZERS ROAR THROUGH THEIR AREAS PREPARING 
TO DESTROY THE PRECIOUS TREES.' -THEY WANDER INTO 
THE HOSPITALS, VHTH AT LEAST 20 CASUALTIES FROM AMERICAN 
FIREPOWER FOR ONE VIET CONG-INFLICTED INJURY. SO FAR 
WE MAY HAVE KILLED A MILLION OF THElvI— MOSTLY CHILDREN. 
THEY WANDER INTO THE TOWNS AND SEE THOUSANDS OF THE 
CHILDREN, HOMELESS, WITHOUT CLOTHES, RUNNING IN PAO^S 
ON THE STREETS LKE ANIMALS. THEY SEE THE CHILDREN 
DEGRADED BY OUR SOLDIERS AS THEY BEG FOR FOOD. THEY 
SEE THE CHILDREN SELLING THEIR SISTERS TO OUR SOLDIERS, 



SOLICITING FOR THEIR MOTHERS. 

WHAT DO THE PEASANTS THINK AS WE ALLY 
OURSELVES WITH THE LANDLORDS AND AS WE REFUSE TO 
PUT ANY ACTION INTO OUR MANY WORDS CONCERNING LAND 
REFORM? WHAT DO THEY THINK AS WE TEST OUT OUR LATEST 
WEAPONS ON THEM, JUST AS THE GERMANS TESTED OUT NEW 
MEDICINE AND NEW TORTURES IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS 
OF EUROPE? WHERE ARE THE ROOTS OF THE INDEPENDENT 
VIET NAM WE CLAIM TO BE BUILDING? IS IT AMONG THESE 
VOICELESS ONES? 

WE RAVE DESTROYED THEIR TWO MOST 
CHERISHED INSTITUTIONS: THE FAMILY AND THE VILLAGE. 
WE HAVE DESTROYED THEIR LAND AND THEIR CROPS. WE 
HAVE COOPERATED IN THE CRUSHING OF THE NATION'S ONLY 

NON-CO}JMmaST REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL FORCE-»TH£ 



UNIFIED BUDDIST CIIURCK. V/E I-IAVE SUPPORTED THE 
ENEMIES OF THE PEASANTS OF SAIGON. WE HAVE CORRUPTED 
THEIR V/OMEN AND CHILDREN AND KILLED THEIR MEN. V-'^HAT 
LIBERATORS! 

NOW THERE IS LITTLE LEFT TO BUILD ON— 
SAVE BITTERNESS. SOON THE ONLY SOLID PHYSICAL FOUNDATIONS 
REMAINING \7ILL BE FOUND A TO our MILITARY BASES AND IN 
THE CONCRETE OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS WE CALL 
FORTIFIED HAMLETS. THE PEASANTS MAY V/ELL WONDER IF 
WE PLAN TO BUILD OUR NE^V VIET NAM ON SUCH GROUNDS AS 
THESE? COULD WE BLAME THEM FOR SUCK THOUGHTS? WE 
MUST SPEAK FOR THEM AND RAISE THE QUESTIONS THEY CANNOT 
RAISE. THESE TOO ARE OUR BROTHERS. 

PERHAPS THE MORE DIFFICULT BUT NO LESS 
NECESSARY TASK IS TO SPFAK FOR THOSE V^HO HAVE BEEN 
DESIGNATED AS OUR ENEMIES. WHAT OF THE NATIONAL 



i^IBERATION FEONT-r-THAT STRANGELY AKOiilYMOUS GROUP 
WE CALL VC OR COAiA'IUNXSTS ? WHAT MUST THEY THINK OF 
US IN AMERICA WHEN THEY REALIZE THAT WE PERMITTED 
THE REPRESSION AND CRUELTY OF DIEM WHICH HELPED TO 
BRING THEM INTO BEING AS A RESISTANCE GROUP IN THE 
SOUTH? WHAT DO THEY THINK OF OUR CONDONING THE 
VIOLENCE WHICH LED TO THEIR OWN TAKING UP OF ARMS? 
HOW CAN THEY BELIEVE IN OUR INTEGRITY WHEN NOW WE 
SPEAK OF "AGGRESSION FROM THE NORTH" AS IF THERE WERE 
NOTHING MORE ESSENTIAL TO THE WAR? HOW CAN THEY TRUST 
US WHEN NOW WE CHARGE THEM WITH VIOLENCE AFTER THE 
MURDEROUS REIGN OF DIEM, Ai'}©-GiaAKa-E-3iH-E:\i-^7«:-i-i--ViGL^NCE 
-A^Fa?Erv-XHEJdriRIffiRQUS-ia:iGN:fi£m^ AND CIL«vRGE THEM 
WITH VIOLENCE WPULE WE POUR EVERY NEV/ WEAPON OF 
DEATH INTO THEIR LAND? SURELY V/E MUST UNDERSTAND THEIR 
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FEELINGS EVEN IF DO NOT CONDONE THEIR ACTIONS. 

SURELY WE MUST SEE THAT THE MEN V/E SUPPORTED PRESSED 

THEM TO THEIR VIOLENCE. SURELY WE MUST SEE THAT OUR 

OW^N COMPUTERIZED PLANS OF DESTRUCTION SIMPLY DWARF 

THEIR GREATEST ACTS. 

HOW DO THEY JUDGE US V/HEN OUR OFFICIALS KNOV/ 

THAT THEIR MEMBERSHIP IS LESS THAN 25 PER CENT COMMUNIST 

A ND YET INSIST ON GIVING THEM THE BLANKET NAME? 

♦ 

WH/iT MUST THEY BE THINKING WHEN THEY KNOW THAT Y/E ARE 
A WARi: OF THEIR CONTROL OF MAJOR SECTIONS OF VIET NAM 
AND YET V/E APPEAR READY TO ALLOW NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
IN WHICH THIS HIGHLY ORGANIZED POLITICAL PARALLEL 
GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE NO PART? THEY ASK HOV/ WE CAN 
SPEAK OF FREE ELECTIONS V/HEN THE SAIGON PRESS IS 
CENSORED AND C CONTROLLED BY THE MILITARY JUNTA. AND 
THEY ARE SURELY RIGHT TO WONDER WHAT KIND OF NEW 



GOVERNMENT V/E PLAN TO HELP FORA-I WITHOUT THEM-- 
THE ONLY PARTY IN REAL TOUCH WITH. THE PEASANTS. THEY 
QUESTION OUR POLITICAL GOALS AND THEY DENY THE REALITY 
OF A PEACE SETTLEMENT FROM WHICH THEY V/ILL BE 
EXCLUDED. THEiR QUESTIONS ARE FRIGHEENINGLY RELEVANT. 
IS OUR NATION PLANNING TO BUILD ON POLITICAL MYTH AGAIN 
AND THEN SHORE IT UP WITH THE POWER OF NEW VIOLENCE,? 

HERE IS THE TRUE MEANING AND VALUE OF 
COMPASSION AND NON-VIOLENCE V-'HEN IT HELPS US TO SEE 
THE ENEMY'S POINT OF VIEW. TO HEAR HIS QIDS3TIONS, TO KNOW 
mS/ ASSESSMENT OF OURSELVES. FOR FROM HIS VIEW V/E MAY 
INDEED SEE THE BASIC V/EAKNESSES OF OUR OWN CONDITION, 
AND IF WE ARE MATURE, WE MAY LEARN AND GROW AND PROFIT 
FROM THE WISDOM OF THE BROTHERS WHO ARE CALLED THE 
OPPOSITION. 

SO, TOO, WITH HANOI. IN THE NORTH, WHERE 



EMBArTGSR THE W ATEIiV/A YS, Wi: ARE MET BY A DEEP BUT 
UNDERSTANDABLE MiSTP.UST. TO SPEAK FOr. THEM IS TO 
EXPLAIN THIS LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN V/E STERN V/ 0^1 DS, AND 
ESPECL^LLY THSIR DISTRUST CFAM ERZCAN INTENTIONS NOV/. 
IN liANOI ARE THE MEN Vv^KO LED THE NATION TO INDEPENDENCE 

AGAINST THE JAPANESE AND THE FRENCH, -T::r-^:.:c:.vv::5-.:.,r.D 

f 

-^lin^-ri.nrji'CM, the men v/iio sought ivieivIbsrship in the 

FRENCH COMMON\7EALTH AND WERE BETRAYED BY THE 
WEAKfJESS OF PARIS AND THE \7ILFULNESS OF THE COLO?:TAL 
ARMIES. IT Y/AS THEY WHO LLD A SECOND STRUGGLE AGAINST 
FRENCH DOlvilNATION AT TREMENDOUS COSTS, AND THEN 
V/ERE PERSUADED TO GIVE. ' UP THE LAND TIIEY CONTROLLED 
BET\7EEN THE 13U. AND 17th PARALLEL AS A TEMPCR^vRY 
MEASURE AT GENEVA. AFTER 1954 THEY WATCHED US 
CONSPIRE VnTK DIZM TO PREVENT ELECTIONS V/HSCH WOULD 
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i-:Av:L Sltrsia" EnouGii':: pio chj. i>.iii-:ii to Tovrzii ovbk a 

Ul-T'TJ^ VI.^T K/J/., AkD TKEY 31EA1.IZ:::D TH-tlY Kj\D eseij 
B2TRAYSD AG/Ji .. 

when t/s ask why they do not leap to 
kecotl^te thisse things wust be remelvibered. also it 
must be clear tt-l\t the leaders of h/>noi considered 
iz:f. presence of American troops in support of the 
disi.l reglnie to i -i ave been the initul military breech 

* 
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OiT THi^: GKWEVA -r\GREEJ^ENTS CONCERI\^KG FOREXGN TIICOPS, 
AND THEY REIvlIND US TI^AT TflSY DID NOT BEGIN TO SEND IN 
ANY IwARGE NUM3EPv OF SUPPLIES OR MEN UNTIL AMERICAN 
FORCES HAD MOVEDJ INTO THU TEIJS OF THOUSANDS. 

HANOI REMEMBERS HOW OUR LEADERS REFUSED 
TO TELL US THE TRUTH ABOUT THE EARLIER NORTH 
VIETNAMESE OVERTURES FOR PEACE , HOW THE PI2 DIDENT 



CLAiT -r ••^^;i/;T NO;n^S EXIST3D VrilSIJ ■'V'^Y IL'.D CJLEAKLY 
BEENMx'iJXS. riOCHIMlNlI HAS Vc'ATCKZD AS AMERIC/> KAO 
SPO:CSN OF PEACZ AND PUIJ^T UP ITS FORCES, AND KOV/ HE 
H^S SURELY I-iEARD THE INCREASING INTERNATIONAL RUIviORS 
OF A>v.:SRICAN PLANS FOR AN INVASION OF THE NORTH. HE 
KNO\7S THE BOMBING AND SHELLING AND MLNlllG V/E ARE DOn,'G 
ARE PART OF TRADITIONAL PRE -INVASION STRATEGY. PERHAPS 
ONLY ins SENSE OF HUMOR AND OF IRONY CAN SAVE' t-EM V/HE)\ 
HE PLi^ARS THE MOST POZr^S POV/ERFUL NATION OF THE WORLD 

I 

r 

, I 

SPEAKING OF AGGRESSION AS IT DROPS THOUSANDS Or' BOMBS 
ON A POOR V/SAK NATION MORE THAN 8, 000 MILES AY/ AY FROM 
ITS SHORES. 



i!;:v:j. Tiij.::D ii: i'.hj^si: last rsu :>;ijrJUT2S to givz /i voic^i: 10 "r.::: 
v;:iO /.i;E cvj-led c-iEi-.Y, i /Ji as dei:?lv coi:ci;:;;Mr:D about ou?. o:::? 
WE arf: submitting Tiinn to jj^ viltn/j-: is kot simply thk BRUTi.L:!:^:-. 

PROCCES THAT Oii IK 7a!Y l.'7Jl V-ilEilE AICIICS IAC£ EACH O'lK^R 

Aim SEKT: to DZSTHOV. we ark MJIHI^G CYKIciEM TO THE P1<0CESS 
OF DEATH, FOR TV.'^Y. y.VST K:>'0;v A.^'T'^Uv A Sh'0:-:T PZiIaOD THr^HE THA'^' 
NCi:I2 0? THE TIJIl:GS VJK CI.AiM TO SL FIGHTIHG FOR ARE RSAIiLY 
INVOLVED . BBPOKK LONG THEY MUST KNOW THivT TiiEIR GOVKJiHMKKT 
HAS SENT ThEM Ii:TO A STnUGGLE /J'lOl-.'G VIETIIA'-IESE, AND THE MOIS 
SOPHISTICATED SUitELY REAL^:::?: THAT V:S ARE ON THE SIDE OF THE 
vTe/iIiTKY AUD the SECURE VrriIX,E IJE CREATE A. HEJ.L FOR THE POOR. 

so:-:ehc'v this tadufss must. ceag^. we must stop ?:o:j. 
i sreak asra child of cod 7.n'd lirothss to the suffering poor 

0? VIET!i;^J.I. I SPEAK FOR THOSE ViHOSE LAND IS BEING LAID t;ASTE, 
WHOSE KOv'ES APJi BEING DESTROYED, IVHOSS CULTURE IS BEING £UZ.VE?.i3 
I SPEAX FOR THE POOR OF A-'-TERICA WHO ARE PAYJIJG THE DOUBLE 
PRICE OF S»-riSKSD HOPES AT HOME 7;MD DEATH AND CORRUPTION IN 
VIETKAIl. 1 SPEiiK AS A CITIZSII OP THE VIORLD, FOR THE VTOrXD AS 
IT STAIJDS AGHAST AT TKE FAT}! VJE HAVE T^iKEN. I SPEAK AS AN 
AIIERICA?,' TO THE LEADERS OF MY OV?N IJATIOM. THE GREAT INITIATIVl-: 
in THIS V/AR IS OU:^S. THE l::iTIATIV£ TO STOP IT KUST BE OUi;?. 

THIS IS TJE f-.-ESSAGE OF THE GRE?iT EHUDDIST L?JADERS 



o? vx':ii:.ui. ■■i:-; '.,v or i-?:;C..'.':. '/lii^-;;-; v'or.i>.-i; 
"L?-c:; iJ.v.r V.. ^-i'l-jH o:^ ^v.vi'-JD j:t:?.i\\s;3s ivt T:J!£ 
iiroJiRT 0? Tii:; -^izr :.:.:zs.. *::t:> ii^/ii-'^'s of "THOSji 

Ko:La;iTA:i:-:A.-j y^-Z':::':':-^ .M-;:...i:.c.v::f- ?onciKG eviin' 
TKEIR rr;i£::r-3 t:;vo bkcoiu: i j thzitk L":::j::iks , ii' is CLtPvious 
THAO." 'i'j;::: ;j:;;-i::.r<:;.':, , -.no c;:oulm":; so c;>;u::-j:^v/ oh the 
PODSiBii.iij.™,-, OF ::i7.,:';TAr.v vicvOlvl' , do i^c^ rxLLizn TiVJi' in 

TIJE PROO^ES 'i.l^y A'.rj: I ;l:IUT. UE'.!' PSYCnOLGGICAL AKD 
POLITICAL DlTi-:';!. Ti-Ji: i;:.\C,E Of TiMLPlC/. WILL NEVSK AGAIN 
UK Tilli liiaCE O:' P^IVQLU'i^IOJ, FRiajDC:! Al.D DilirCCKJiCY, CUT THE 

ii-i.?VGb or vicr>r;;iCi :jii.:r/Arinis!:." 

17 iJii co:»'i'iNi;:j thep.t; wilt, no doubt ik iiy 

KiKn AND III THi: iiii^n OF v.'OHLp Tiu.T i'li ii/.v:: NO noi:oR7.3LE 

iKTENTioi:s Hi vir'-:i.vi. IT mill escom?: CL!jr;a THAT OoK mini::? 

KXI'iiCTATIOIJ i£ TO OCCUPy IT hS l^l A?-r^i:lC.?\.*J COLOIJY Au'D MEN 

v:iLL i:0T ?-:i-\i?.iM i-'Ro;: tkiiucikg tlat oj?, hope is to 

G0v*»D CKIliA IMVO A '.V.jI SO Ti:.^T UK I-AY FCMB KT^V. RUCLETiR 
INSTALLATj- C:;S . I? S."^ DO NOT S'-O? OUR 'xlkll AGAINST TlIK 

PEOPLE OF Yirj::: ;:.;i Z}r'^:-i/j::r:D: : iir: '.;di:ld t:jlLL 3E lhpt V/ITIi 

NO OTHER i'\LTnK' 7.'r iV.^ 'ZllVA 's C CT-C Tii: T ^CtiV. IIORTlIULY 

CLUMSY A^jo r-L\OL':: G.-.?t: D:.;cir.}: > to pi.^y. 

i.'O'v ni- jM^os i-;Aju:-:iTi' of A:::-iniCA'. 
that v;e r.M' 1:0"^ r:..:; lx) Ac::i.^vji. 7/0 de»-";I'D3 TriJ.T v*e 



LIt?E OF THE VlllTr.M'.iiSR PEOILE. THi: SITUATION IS CIjE jCN 
V;i2IC}l V;:; tlUST l^Z P^IADY TO TUKu SliAnPLV pliOM DU:: fRESEl;? 
VTAYS. 

K****^ IK ORDKR TO ATC'Jii FOR OUTJ SII7S kV.D ERRORS IK 

VIEy:;."*!:!, I'JE SHOULD TAKE THii IKITI/.TIV£ IN BniMGIi.'G A 
K- - HALT TO THIS TrJ».GIC V;An, I WOULD LIKE TO SUGGKST FTJE 

COHCRETJ: things TJI7»T our G0\TR!':ri3i:T should do IlillSDI/iTELV 
TO EEGIII THE LONG AND DIFFICULT PROCESS OF EXTRICATIliG 
OUnSELVaS prom 'niZS IiIGKTi«:ARISH CORFLICT: 

1. EWD ALL EOMBiriG IN KOPvTi: P.'CD SOUTH VTiZTV.L'A. 

2. - DL'CL?.RS A U:iJL?iTEil/il. CEAS3.-rii;;. IK TKL HOVE 
THAT SUCH ACTION V?ILL CREATE tUZ ATf-JOSPIit-'RE FOR NKCOTIATIOii , 

3. TAKE IM-:EDIATE STEPf, TO PilEVr.N'7 OTHf R 
BAT-l'LEGROUNDS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA BY CURTAILING OUR MILITARY 
BUILD-UP lU TlUiIL2^J.ID AND OUR INTERFERENCE IK IJ^.OS. 

4. REALISTICALLY /iCCEPT T!!E FACT TH'vi THE 
NATIONAL LIBKRATIO:,' FRONT HAS SUDSl'ANTIAL SUPPOxiT lil SOUTH 
VIETH^.M AMD MUST THEREBY PLAY A ROLE IN ANY MEAtllMGFUL 
KEGOTIATIOIIS AND IN ANY FUTURE VIETNA-M CO\^R"rj:KT. 

5. SET A DATE THAT V.'E VJILL Rr^ilOVE ALL FOREIG:.' 
TROOPS FROM VIETNAM IM ACCORDAi:C£ :'?ITK imT. 1954 GEKEVA 
AGREEMENT . 



PART OF OUR OKGOIi:G COyjl.TTME«T fllC-riT VHLL 
'tXPRESS ITSSLP in AH OFFSR TO GFAKT /iSYLUii TO ANY VIETJ:?-'! 
WHO PEARS FOR HIS LIFE UKDER A KElfl REGIME V7HICH INCLUDED 
THE LIBERATION FR03T, THEN V7E MUST M^KE WHAT REFARATl6:-3S 
WE CAN FOR THE DAM;iGE WE HAVE DONE. l-ffi MUST PROVIDE TH2 
MEDICAL AID THAT IS BADLY NEEDED, MAKING IT AVAILABLE IN 
THIS COUHTRY IF NECESSARY. 

MEAIJWIILE WE IN THE CHURCHES AND SYNAGOGUES 
HAVE A CONTINUING TASK VJUILE WE URGE OUR GOVERNMENT 'MO 
DISENGAGE ITSELF PROM A DISGRACEFUL COmiTi-lEIJT . WE MUST 
CONTINUE TO RAISE OUR VOICES AND OUR LIVES IF OUR NATION' 
PERSISTS IN ITS PERVERSE WAYS IN VIETNAM. WTS MUST BE 
PREPARED TO MATCH ACTIONS WITH WORDS BY SEEKING OUT EVERY 
CREATIVE rjSANS OF PROTEST POSSIBLE. 

AS WE COUNSEL YOUNG MEN CONCERNING MILITARY 
SERVICE V7E MUST CLARIFY FOR THEM OUR NATION'S ROLE IN 
VIETNAM AND CHALLENGE THE14 VflTH THE ALTERNATIVE OF 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION. I AM PLEASED TO SAY THAT THIS 
IS THE PATH NOW BEING CHOSEN BY MOPE THAN SEVENTY STUDEKT 
AT MY OV/N ALJIA ^mTER, MOREHOUSE COLLEGE, AND I RECOMMSiJD 
IT TO ALL WIO FIND THE AMERICAN COURSE IN VIETNAM A 
DISHONOUIiABLE AND UNJUST ONE. MOREOVER I WOULD F.riCOUKT'.GS 
ALL MINISTERS OF DRAFT AGE TO GIVE UP THEIR MINISTERIAL 



f': 



EXr.ViPTIOIiS AND SELK STATUS AS COIiSCIEKTIOUS OBJECTORS. 
TKESK ARE 'J?iIE TIi;ES FOR RE/iL CHOICES AND KOT F.'il.SS OKilS. 
Vffi ARE AT TKS MOMENT VHIEN OUR LIV£S MUST PE PIACED OIJ TIIK 
LINE IF OUR NATION IS TO SURVIVE ITS O'.CTJ FOLLY. EVEUY >!AN 
OF HUMANE CONVICTIONS MUST DECIDE OM THE PROTEST THAT DEST 
SUITS HIS COimCTIOKS, 15UT WE MUST ALL PROTEST. 

THERE IS S021ETHING SEDUCTIVELY TEMPTIKG ABOUT 
STOPPING THERE AND SEHDIWG US ALL OFF ON WHAT IS SOiSE 
CIRCLES HAS BECOIiE A POPULAR CRUSADE AGAINST THE WAR IN 
VIETNAM. I SAY V^E MUST EKTER TH/iT STRUGGLE, BUT I WISH 
TO GO ON K0V7 TO SAY SOMETHING EVEN MORE DISTURBING. THE 
WAR IN VIETNAJ-1 IS BUT A SYMPTOM. OF A FAR DEEPER FALADY 
WITHIN THE AMERICAN SPIRIT, AND IF VJE IGNORE THIS SOBERING 
REALITY \m VJILL FIND OURSELVES ORGANIZING CLERGY AI^D 
LAY24EN CONCERl-iED COi'II-IITTEES FOR THE NEXT GENERATION. TK3Y 
WILL BE CONCERNED ABOUT GUATAKALA AND PERU. THEY WILL EE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THAILAND AND CAMBODIA. THEY WILL BE 
CONCERl^SD ABOUT MOSAr-lBIQUE AND SOUTH AFRICA. WE WILL 
BE ^mRCHING FOR THESE ANJ A DOZEN OTHER NAMES AND /ATTENDING 
RALLIES XvITHOUT END UHLESS THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT AITD 
PROPOUND CHANGE IN Af«:^lICAH LIFE AND POLICY. SUCH THOUGHTS 
TAKE US BEYOND VIETMAM, BUT NOT BEYOND OUR CALLING AS SONS 
OP THE LIVING GOD. 

IN 1957 A SENSITIVE AMERICAN OFFICIAL OVERSEAS 



SAID TJL\T IT SEENJiD TO HIM TiiAT OUR llhTlOli W?.S Oil TKS 
VJROMG SIDE 07 h V70R-,D PJ3VOLU1'10N . DU.TIING THE P/^ST 10 
YEMLS WE HAVE ShZU Ii^IIEPvGK A PATTERN OF SUPPRESSION V.'HICB 
NOW HAS JUSTiriED THE PRFSEHCE OF U.S. MILITARY "ADVISORS" 
IN VENEZUALA, TILTS HEED TO MMITTAIK SOCIJiL STABILITY FOR 
OUR IKVESTilENTS ACCCUNaS FOR THB COUNTERPJiVOLUTIOKARY 
ACTION or AMERIC7.lI FORCES IN GUAT2>5ALA. IT TELLS WHY 
MIERICAN H2L3.COrTi?r;S APX BEIivG TjSED AGAINST GUERILLAS IN 
COLOMBIA AJfD V7KY AiitiltlCAH NAPAI.M AND GREEN BEPvET FORCES HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN ACTIVE AGAIi;ST RHBSLS IN PERU. IT IS WITH 
SUCH ACTIVITY IN IIi:cD TilAT THE WORDS OF THE LATE JOHN F. 
KEMiN'EDY COI-IE BACK TO llP.mT US. FIVE YEAJIS AGO HE SAID, 
"THOSE WHO llAKE PEACEFUL REVOLUTIOH (TI^POSSIBLE V7ILL MAKE 
VIOLENT REVOLUTION INEVITABLE." 

INCREASINGLY, BY CHOICE OR BY ACCIDENT, THIS 
IS THE ROLS OUR NATIO:i HAS TAKEN — THE ROLE OP THOSE V7H0 
MAKE PEACEFUL RliVCLU^.'^-CK lilPGSSIBLE BY REFUSING TC GIVE 
UP THE PRIVILEGES AMD THE PLE.^SUPa;S TH7»T COME FROI-J THE 
IKMENCE PROFITS OF CVEPiJE; S IlIVESTyiENT , 

A TRUE RSVOL'JTXON^ OF VALUE V?ILL SOON CAUSE US 
TO QUESTION THE FAIRMES^. A!xT> JUSTICE OP MAI^Y OF OUR PAST 
AND PRESEirr POLICIES, OK THE 0«2 HAND WE ARE CALLED TO 
PLAY THE GOOD SAr:\RITA\- OK LIFE'S ROADSIDE; BUT THAT WILL 
EE ONLY AN INITIAL ACT. ONE DAY WE MUST COm TO SEE THAT 



THE V:i20LS JERICO ROAD I'.UST EE TE?.KSFOrJlED SO THAT MEJI 
AIID WOMEi: V;iLL i:OT EE COKSTJiNTLY EE?vTEN /iND E03DED 'AS 
THSy llTJiE TKSIR JOURM!:'/ ON LIFE'S HIGHWAY. TRUE C0MPASSI0:-3 
IS MORE THAN FLIMCIKG A COIN TO A liEGGAR; IT IS KOT 
HAPHAZARD AND SOPEIUTIC lAL. IT COKSS TO SEE THAT AN 
EDIFICE WHICH PRODUCES BEGGARS NEEDS RE- STRUCTURING. A 
TRUE REVOLUTXO:^ OF VALUES V?ILI» SCOK LOOX UNEASILY ON THE 
GLTulIWG CONTRAST OF POVERTY AND V7EALTH. WITH RIGHTEOUS 
INDIGNATION, IT WILL LOOK /^CROSS THE SEAS AND SEE 
INDIVIDUAL CAPIT/iLISTS OF THE WEST INVESTING HUGE SUMS 
OF MONEY IN ASIA, AFRICA AND SOUTH AMERICA, ONLY TO TAKE 
TKF PROFITS OUT WITH NO CONCERN FOR THE SOCIAL BETTERrlEKT 
OF THE COUNTRIES, AND SAY: "THIS IS. NOT JUST." IT WILL 
LOOX AT OUR ALLIANCE VJITH THE LWUDED GENTRY OP LATIN " 
AIISRICA AND SAY: "THIS IS KOT JUST." THE WESTEPJJ 
ARROGANCE OF FEELING THAT IT HAS EVERYTHING TO TEACH 
OTHERS A!70 NOTHING TO LEARN FROiM TKEIl IS NOT JUST. A TRUE 
REVOLUTION OF VALUES V7ILL LAY HA^IDS ON THE ORDER AND 

SAY OP WAR: "THIS V7AY OF SETTLING DIFFERENCES IS NOT JUST." 
THIS BUSINESS OF BURf^ING HUMAI4 BEINGS WITH NAPALM, OF 
FILLING OUR NATION'S hor?.GS with orphans and widOWS, OF 
INJECTING POISONOUS DRUGS OF HATE INTO THE VEINS OF PEOPLES 
NQRMALLY HUMANE, OP SENDING MEN HOME FROM DARK AND BLOODY 
BATTLEFIELDS P}IYSICALLY HANDICAPP2D AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY 



DSrJvUGIiD, CAlii.'OT BE RECOriCLISD WITH VJISDOM, JUSTICE, AWD 
LOVE. A ITATIOIJ TJIA? COKTIKUKS YEAR AFTiiR YEAS TO SP.^rJD 
KOrtE MOHEY 01! MILITARY DEFSMSE TKA1^ ON PKOGRA!^S O? SOCIAL 
UPLIPT IS APPKOACHIMG SPIRITUAL DEATH. 

AI^ERICA, THE RICHEST Ab3D MOST POWERFUL NATION 
IM THE WORLD, CAM WELL LE7^D THE KAY IN THIS REVOLUTIOi^ OF 
VALUES. THERE IS NOTHING, EXCEPT A TJIAGIC DEATH VJISH, TO 
PREVENT US PROM I<E~ORDSRING OUR PRIORITIES, SO THAT THE 
PURSUIT or PEACE V?ILL TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER THE PURSUIT 
OF WAR. THEPJS IS NOTHING TO KEEP US FROM MOLDING A 
RECALCITRANT STATUS-QUO V7ITH BRUISED HANDS UNTIL WE HAVE 
FASHIONED IT INTO A BROTHERHOOD. 

THIS KIND OF POSITIVE REVOLUTION OF VALUES 
IS OUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST COM!'iUNlSM. V7AR IS NOT Ti::: 
A1TST-7ER. COIKIUNISM V7ILL NEVER BE DEFEATED BY THE USE OF 
ATOMIC BOMBS OR NUCLEAR WEAPONS. LET US NOT JOIN THOSE 
WHO SHOUT WAR AND THROUGH THEIR MISGUIDED PASSIONS URGE 
THE UNITED STATES TO RELINQUISH ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS. THESE \RE DAYS VJHICK DEI'JAND WISE RESTRAINT 
AND CALM RSAS0NABL£>:ESS. WE MUST NOT CALL EVERYONE A 
COMJ-IUNIST OR A!^ APPEASER WliO ADVOCATES THE SEATING OF 
RED CHINA IN THE UNITED NATIONS AND VfflO RECOGNIZES TIIAT 
HATE A-ND HYSTERIA. ARE NOT THE PINAL ANSl«:RS TO THE PROBLEM 
OF THOSE TURBULENT DAYS. WE MUST NOT ENGAGE IN A NEGATIVE 



ANT1-C0:-3MUNISM, BUT WiTUFR IN A POSITIVE TKRUST FOR 
DEMOCRACY, RIi:ALir.ING TilAT OUIl GREATEST DEFEHSE AGAINST 
COMIlUIJISl'i IS TO TAI;E CFFEKSIVB ACTIOIi I^^ BliH/'iLF O? JUSTICE. 
KE MUST WITH POSITIVE ACTION SEEK TO REMOVE THOSE COHDITIOICS 
OF POVERTY, IKSECORITY AITD 115 JUSTICE WHICH ARE THE FERTILE 
SOIL IN VmiSH THE SEED OF COMriUUISM CPvOV^S AND DEVELOPS.. 

THESE ARE RSVOLUTIOKARY TIMES. ALL OVER THE 
GLOBE 12^) ARE REVOLTING AGAINST OLD SYSTEMS OP EXPLOITATIOH 
AMD OPPRESSION AND OUT OV THE WOMBS 0? A FHAIL WORLD 
HEW SYSTEMS OF JUSTICE AND EQUALITY AP.E BEING BORJI. THE 
SHIRTLESS AND BAREFOOT PEOPLE OF THE LAND ARE RISING UP AS 
NEVER BEFORE. "THE PEOPLE V«iD_SAT IN Di\RKKESS HAVE SEEN 
A GREAT LIGHT." WE IN THE VIEST MUST 'SUPPORT THESE REVOLUTIC: 
IT IS A SAD PACT THAT, BECAUSE OF COMFORT, C0MPLBCE13CY, 
A MORBID FEAR OF COIIMUNISX^, AND OUR PRONEKESS TO ADJUST 
TO INJUSTICE*, THE ^^ESTER^^ nations THAT INITIATED SO MUCH 
OP THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT OF THE MODERN I-JORLD HAVE NOW 
BECO>iE THE ARCH ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES. THIS HAS DRIVEN 
MANY TO PEEL THAT ONLY ^lARXISM HAS THE REVOLUTIONARY 
SPIRIT. THTiREFORE, COruiUNISM IS A JUDGIlEiJT AGAINST OUR 
FAILURE TO MAKE DEMOCR/^CY REAL AND FOLLOW THROUGH ON THE 
REVOLUTIONS THAT Vffi INITIATED. OUR ONLY HOPE TODAY LIES 
IN OUR ABILITY TO F^CAPTUP^ THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT AND 
GO OUT INTO A SOMETIMES HOSTILE V?ORLD DECLARING ETERNAL 



HOSTILITY TO POVJiKTY, RACISM, AND MILITARISM. VJITil THIS 
PO'vSnFaL COIiMITMBIJT \7E SHALL BOLDLV CHJ^LL'JIITGE THE STATUS 
QUO AI'.'D UiJuUST MOI-iES AiTO THEflEBY SPi^ED THE DAY V:HEN 
"EVERY VALLEY SHALL BK EXALTED, AKD EVERY MOUHTAIN AHD . 
HILL SH7vLL BE »MADE LCI-It" AMD THE CROOKED SHALL EE VJiDE 
STRAIGHT AND TliL ROUGH PLACES PLAIN." 

A GEKUIKK REVOLUTIOZ: i OP VALUES l-IEAtiS IN THE 
FINAL AlIAiiYSIS THAT OUR LOYALTIES MUST BECOME ECUI-»P.NICAL 
RATKER TJIA>i SECTIOW/Ji. EVERY NATION MUST NOW DEVELOP AU 
OVERRIDING LOYALTY TO MANKIND AS A WHOLE IK ORDER TO 
PRESERVE TilE BEST IN THEIR INDIVIDUAL SOCIETIES. 

THIS CALL FOR A WORLDWIDE FELLOWSHIP THAT 
LIFTS MEIGHBORLY COiJCERJ^ BEYOKD ONE '6 TRIBE, RACE, CLASS 
AND NATION IS IN REALITY A CALL FOR AN ALL-EIdBPACIKG AKD 
ONCONDITIOMAL LOVE FOR ALL MSN, THIS OFT I-SISUNDERSTOOD 
AND tilSIirrBRPRETED CONCEPT SO RFADlLY DISiilSSED BY THE 
NIET2SCHSS OF THE X70RLD AS A V.'EAIC liMD COWARDLY FORCE — 
HAS NOW BEC0J2E AJJ ABSOLUTE NECESSITY FOR THE SURVIVAL OP 
MAN. ^TIEN I SPEAK OP /?VE I Ml NOT SPEAKING OP SOME 
SENTIMENTAL AND 17EAK RESPONSE. I AM SPil/^KING OF THAT 
FORCE WHICH ALL OF THE GREAT RELIGIOMS HAVE SEEN AS THE 
SUPREME UNIFYING PRIIJCIPLE OP LIFE. LOVE IS SOMEHOW THE 
KEY THAT UNLOCKS THE DOOR VKIICH LEADS TO ULTIMATE REALITY. 



THIS KinDU-:v03LEiI-ClIR.TSTI7->M-JEWISE-BUDDHIST BELIEF ABOUT 

UP 

OLTIIliiTS RL;wLITY is BEAUTlPULL-y SuI-'.:'J::D/Ii; 'IliE FXRSi' EPISTLE 
OF SAIK'T JOiiK: 

LET US L. VE OKE ANOTHER; FOR LOVE IS 
GOD AND EVERYONE THAT LOVETH IS BORN OP 
GOD AND KKOVIETH GOD, HE THAT LOVETH KOT 
KIIOWETH KOT GOD; FOR GOD IS LOVE, IF 
VJE LO\'E ONE AKOTflER, GOD WvELLETH IN US, 
AND HIS LOVE IS PERFECTED IN US. 

LET US HOPE TH/iT THIS SPIRIT WILL BECOME THE 
ORDER OP THE D/vY. rJSiulX HE CAN NO LONGER AFFORD TO 
WORSHIP THE GOD OF HATE OR BOW BEFORE T^IE A^^TAR OP 
RETALIATION. THE OCEANS OF HISTORY ARE X1AD2 TUR3ULEKT DY 
THE EVERRISIKG TIDES OF HATE. HISTORY IS CLUTTEP^D WITH 
THE WRECKAGE OF NATIONS AND INDIVIDU7»LS THAT PURSUED THIS 
SELF-DEFEATING PATH OF HATE. AS ARNOLD T0YN3EE SAYS: 
"LOVE IS THE ULTIilATE FORCE TH7iT MAKES FOR THE SAVING 
CHOICE OF LIFE AND GOOD .'GAINST THE DAl'lNING CHOICH OP 
DfJiTll AND EVIL. THEREFORE THE FIRST HOPE IN OUR INVENTORY 
MUST BE THE HOPE THAT LO^/E IS GOING TO HAVE THE LAST WORD." 

WL ARE NOW FACED WITH THE FACT THAT TOMORROW 
IS TODAY. WE ARE CONFRONTED V7ITH THE FIERCE URGENCY OF 
NOW. IN THIS UNFOLDING COSUNDRUI! OF LIFE AND HISTORY 



Til^RE IS SUCK A THIKG AS BEIIIG TOO LA1"E» PKOCriASTIMATIOrJ 
IS STILL TH13 THIEF OF TIMJ2. LIFE OFTEN LEAVES US 
STANDING BARE, NAKED AUD DLUECTED WITH A LOST OPPORTUNITy. 
THE "TIDE IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEH" DOES NOT REMAIN AT TUB 
FLOOD; IT EDBS. WE JL^V CRV OUT DESPERATELY FOR TIMS TO 
PAUSE IN HER PASSAGE, BUT TIME IS DEAF TO EVERY PLEA AND 
RUSHES ON. OVER THE BLEACHED BOilES AND JUMBLED RESIDUE 
OF NUMEROUS CIVILIZATIONS ARE WRITTEN THE PATHETIC WORDS: 
"TOO LATE." THERE IS AN INVISIBLE BOOK OF LIFE THAT 
FAITHFULLY RECORDS v OUR VIGILANCE OR OUR NEGLECT. "THE 
MOVING FINGER WRITES, AND HAVING WRIT KOVES ON...." VJE 
STILL HAVE A CHOICE TODAY: NON- VIOLENT Cp-EXISTEKCE OR 
VIOLEITT CO-ANNIHILATION. 

WE MUST MOVE PAST INDECISION TO ACTION. V7E 
MUST FIND NSV7 WAYS TO SPEAK FOR PEACE IK VIETNAM AND JUSTICE 
THROUGHOUT THE DEVELOPING WORLD — A WORLD THAT BORDERS OK 
OUR DOORS. IP V72 DO NOT ACT WE SHALL SURELY BE JJPAGGED 
DO\m THE LONG DARK AND SHAMEFUL CORRIDORS OF TIME RESERVED 
FOR THOSE WHO POSSESS POV? R WITHOUT COIS»ASSION, MIGHT 
WITHOUT MORALITY, AND STRENGTH WITHOUT SIGHT. 

NOW LET US BEGIN. NOW LET US REDEDICATE 
OURSEL\'ES TO THE LONG AND BITTER— BUT BEAUTIFUL — STRUGGLE 
FOR A NE»-; WORLD. THIS IS THE CALLING OF THE SONS OF GOD, 
AND OUR BROTHERS WAIT EAGERLY FOR OUR RESPONSE. SHALL WE 
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SAY TifE ODDS ARE TOO GliliAl"? SHALL WE 'JELL THEI-i TKE 
STRUGGLE IS TOO IJARD? WILL OUR MESSAGE BE TIiAT THE FORCES 
OF Al.lERICAl; LIFE I-xLITAT.-; AG/iIHST TKEIR ARRIVAL AS FULL 
MEM, AND Vffi SEND OUR DEEPEST REGRETS? OR WILL THEIR BE 
ANOTHER MESSAGE, OF LOKGIKG OF HOPE, OP SOLIDARITY WITH 
THEIR YEARIIINGS, 01" COKMIVMENT TO THEIR CAUSE, V7JIATEVER 
THE COST? TKSlci'IOICf. IS CTJRS, AUD THOUGH V/E MIGHT PREFER 
IT OTHERWISE WE MUST CHOOSE IN THIS CRUCIAL MOMENT OF 
HUMAN HISTORY. 

AS THAT NOB.T,E BARD OF YESTERDAY, JAJIES RUSSELL 
LO'.ffiLL ELOQUEKTLY STATED: 

OI^CE TO EVERY KATIOI-? . 

■ . .=f .. 

^« OiCCE TO EVERY IIM-, AND liATION, 

COMES THE MOMENT TO DECIDE 
IN THE STRIPE OF TRUTH Al^D FALSEHOOD 
FOR THE GOOD OR EVIL SIDE? 
SOME CHEAT CAUSE GOD'S NEW MESSIAH 
OFFERirC EACH THE GLOOM OR BL1G2T 
AND TKE CHOICE G02:2 BY FOREVER 
TWIXT THAT D^.t;Kl<SSS AND TliAT LIGHT. 

THOUGH VHE C7.USE O? EVIL PROSPER 
YET 'TIS TRUTH ALON?J IS STRONG 
THOUGH HER POP.TjON BE THE SCAFJOLD 
AND UPON -rHE T:I!?0NK EE PRONG 
YET THAT SCAFrOID SWAYS THE FUTURE 
AND BEHIMD THE DIM OKKNOT-n^ 
STArTDIiTII GC13 '-JirillM TKE Sli/iDOW 
, • KEEPING V!ATCH 7>BCV2 HIS OVRt. 
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Enclosed for the Bunu are 17 copies of an 
LRU concerning captioned natters. Copies are being 
designated for Atlanta, New York, and San Francisco as 
noted below for the information ^of these offices. 

' - ' ' 

Chicago is following and pertinent developments 
concerning captioned matters will be appropriately 
provided the Bureau and any inteasted offices. " ^ 

Concerning' CARL' VANKAST referred to herein,- i^ 
Chicago l-adle4»:r0n«t:^ ]ie 4s apparently Identical * 
to GAW> VAK XASTV & i^it« maLe, residence 5134 test 
Deming Place, Chic«>. VAN KAST Is adult literary - = 
Instructor at Chicago Teachers College North, 5500 North 
St, Louis and In November, 1966 was #orking in 
behalf of the CFM in connection with realty testing 
program to check compliance with the provisions of the 
August ,o].96S7^ «ummit agreement ending the open housing 
marches. There are no subversive references to VAN KAST. 




There are no pertinent subversive characterizations 
as such available in Chicago for the above Individuals. 

The character for the SCLC in enclosed is being 
carried as RM ss this is deemed aiore suitable to the 
na ture Of. the* contents . • ?>• i • 
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DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO FREEDOM MOVEMENT 
(CFM) - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE 
(SMC) 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Reference is made to Chicago memorandum of 
March 28, 1967 under the captions of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Racial Matter and Demonstrations, Chicago Freedom 
Movembnt, (CFM) - Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), Chicago, Illinois, Racial Matter. Reference is 
also made to Chicago memorandum of March 10, 1967, submitted 
under the CFM - SCLC caption together with SCLC, Racial 
Matter. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency* /l-lLiq 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LBADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 



DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO FREEDOM MOVEMENT LuU 
(CFM) - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 



STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE (SMC) 




Reference is made to Chicago memorandum of March 10, 
1967, which reflected that Meridith Gilbert of the Lawndale Union 
to End Siums (LUES) a part of the CFM, and an SCLC staff 
worker, was subject of eviction proceedings by the landlor<i 
3491 North Elston Avenue, Chicago, which is an all white 
neighborhood into which Gilbert had moved, on March 1, 1967. 

The "Chicago Tribune" a daily newspaper in Chicago, 
edition of March 30, 1967, reflected that on March 29, 1967. 

Judge Charles Horan, Housing Court, Chicago, had ordered 

Gilbert to move from 3491 North Elston within 10 days. 
Judge Horan found Gilbert to have originally rented 
this apartment under subterfuge in that a white male, identified 
as Carl Van Kast, had rented this apartment using Gilbert's 
name. Gilbert had been released on bond but was to appor 
in Felony Court, Chicago, April 6, 1967 under another 
complaint of the landlord concerning damage to the property 
at 3491 North Elston. 



0 



0 



SOUTHERN aiRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) - 

DExMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO FIIEEDOM MOVEMENT 
(CFM) - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 



STUDENT AlOBILlZATION COMMITTEE (SMC) 



The "Chicago Sun-Times", a daily Chicago 
newsoaper, edition of April 7, ly(i7, reflects that on 
April 6, 1967, Gilbert had appeared in Felony Court, 
Chicago, and was fined $30000 for breaking into the 
apartment at 3491 North Elston, March 3, 1967. Gilbert 
refused to pay this fine and was remanded to Cook' 
County Jail, Chicago, to work off ttis fine at $5.00 a 
^ay- 




Copies of this memorandum are being provided to 
Secret Service and the Office of the United States Attorney, 
both Chicago, and to Region I, 113th HI Group, Evanston, 
Illinois. 
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(100-1«»919«») 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTKER^KIHG, JR. 
M - C 
^/<SW- ATLANTA) 

0H1UNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP .kT 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

<00: ATLAirrA) ' ' 

opies of an LHM reporting . k 

■rJA^'^^'^^rr'.^*^"'^^"^^^ • source close to STANLEY LEVI Sa<. o JL * 
Two copies are enclosed for the Atlanta Office, 
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FSDERAC BUBEAH OF INVESTIGATION 



Hew York, New York 
April 11, 1967 



Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter * C 



Corrununist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 




On Aoril 8, 1967 ^ a confidential source, who has 
furniihed reliable informatirai in the past, advised that 
L Harry '^achtel and Stanley Levis^c^, New York advisors to 
Martin Luther Kinf^, Jr, , were in conference conceminc; King's 
position on Vietnam. Levison felt that a question and answer 
pamphlet taken from King^s speeches is needed in-order to^ 
clarify King's position and to give a cohesive logical 
exposition of this position* 

This source advised on April 8, 1967 , that Levison 
and King were in cwtact on that date« Levison indicated that 
Kinp/s speech of April », 1967 was not good in that it 
attempted to cover too much ground, was not well thought out, 
v/as unbalanced and that it would not appeal to the average 
person. King answered that although he did not write the 
speech, he concurred with it and did not believe that he would 
change it, even now that he had been criticized for it by ^ 
the ••New Yoric Tiroes** and "Washington Post". King feels that t 
he had a duty to make the speech in order to fulfill his role 
as a "morally wise man"* 

Levison suggested a full page advertisement in the 
"Hew York Tines", Sunday edition, in order to clarify King's ^ 
position and to answer Kin<;*s enemies and critics. King felt' 
that this was an excellent idea. 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your ai^ency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your aflienc^^ ^ ^ / J 

cuss. I r-T /«»♦> g At*«> lOfi'l^i^ 70 ^ Y 
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Martin Luther King, Jr.; 
Communist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) 

On April 9, 1967 > this source advised that Harry 
Wachtel and Stanley Levison were in contact concerning 
Martin Luther King's speech to be delivered April 15, 1967, 
in New York City. This speech will combine both King's ^ 
speech in Los Angeles and his speech ox April h, 1967, at 35 
New York City and will be written by '^achtel and Levison on 
Monday, April 10, 1967. 

This source advised that Wachtel, Levison and 
King were in conference on April 9, 1967, concerning King's 
position on the Vietnam situation. All agreed to the issuance 
of a question and answer pamphlet entitled "Dr» King Speaks 
on the j/ar in Vietnam" or something similar^ Ir^ addition, a full 
page advertisement will be run in the "Mew York Times". 
These will make the points that King does not consider this ^ 
a racist war and that civil rights gains can be made while 
the war is going on» 

Wachtel asked King if j4 would like to be chairman 
or co-chairman of a group called ^Cl ergy and Laymen Concerned^ 
about Vietnam^ . King stated he wdUTd be delighted even '^i*^ 
though he may not be able to donate full time to the 
organization. Wachtel and Levison also urged King to 
contemplate seeking an audience with the Pope. Toward this 
end, Levison urged King to begin corresponding with the 
Pope. King inquired as to tmether it would be advisable ^ 
for him to introduce Cassiu^Vciay at the rally on April 15^^ 
1967. Levison stated tnat ti\is Would not be a good idea^ 
and counseled against it* j fj/y* X 




Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for-. 
Human Right s» New York^ New York. U 




A characterization of the Nation^al i 
Lawyers Guild is attached hereto. 




With respect to the Gandhi Society for 
human Ri«;hts, it is to be noted that this 
orcranization is an adjunct of the i 
Southern Christian Leadership Conferenc^ L 
(SCLC)^ of which Martin Luther Kine» JrM 
is the president, and serves to raise, 
funds for the SCLC* 




Q 0 




1^ APPEi^JDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Crganizatlons and 
Publications/^ revised and published as of Decemtrer 1^^ 
1961, prepared and released by the CoTOwittee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: ^\Ji^ 

* ' ♦ 1 "NatlonaX lawyers Guild 

v'. "1. Cited as a Communist front* 

j (special Conmilttee on Un-American 

Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
*^ CIO Political Action Committee, iL 

March 29, 1944, p, 149.) 



"2. Cited as a CoinmunlBt front which 'is 

the foremost legal bulwark of the 
CoTnmunlst Party, Its front org^jiizatlons, 
and controlled unions* and which * since 
Its inception h^is never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Corninunlet 
Party and Individual members thereof, . I 
including known espionage agents.* lA^ 
( Commit tee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guilds September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17^ 1950.) 

"3* 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
i making special appeals in behalf of civil 

liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party Itself. 
Among these organizations are the ♦ ♦ ♦ 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwairk of protection . • i 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the lA 
Senate Judiciary Committee^ Handbook 



i 



for Americans^ S^, Doc 117, April 23* 
1956, p. 91.)'' 
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April ii, Iter 

1 - Br. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. SulliVftB 
1 "> Mr. C» D« Brennan 

Mrs. Mildr«d Stegali 1 - Mr. D. M. WelU 

Tb« Vhlt« MoiUM 

VashingtOB, 0. 

• .« 

©•wr Mrs, it«c«lli 

>outh»rn ChrUtlaB t0 ad0r»hip ConferS cr, m April 4? iMT. 
at til* livarsitf* Chttrck« M^ fork, «^ York. * 

^4 A Inclosed la «o« copy of this Bpeaoli that vaa 
distribttted Bt tlM «lrareh prior to KiBg^rspeaklBff. 



5" 



0iBeor«Xy foom. 



SboIomtb 

100-106670 



1 - 100-438794 

(Southera Christian Leadership Conference) 



b ^APg^3W 

^« 11 ^ »ti 

A 4 1 iM ^tJ^^^^^^' i^^^nSi^^ me. 1. C. SulliTBB. 
April 10, 1967, captioned *lbtrtln Luther EiBff, Jr., Security 
Matter ^ C,«^ prepared by ^HV:^f ^ ' ' 



i HEREIN IS u::cL.S5:r-Ty:5 



Trotter 




TELETYPE imrrL-J 



Ifeliverei to VZirci Sbsii 



verei to ^;;irca 



) 



*1j 



J" lit 




I - 



DeLomck 
1 « Ir. SnlllTaa 
I • Sr. CD. Barenwu 
X - Mr. O.K. Wells 



AyrU f • XK7 



Tt» Ml#vias iBfomtiott ham k0«a MpplM 
cpnfi^eBtial •Purees mt thim Buroaa irfM hmwm fmlsM 

Kirtis UitlMr Kiag, Jr.* President, aad A»dr«« 
Teuar, SMentire Plreetor* Sovthem Ctiristiwi Leadership 
Cettteresce, wpemt apsvoxSmtelj eli^t lunirs im coiUereaee 
with Klag*e tep MvImts la lev T«rk City «i April 4, IMT, 
Two mi the eihrieeni fgreeeat aere Staalev Levisea* a loac» 
tiae aanauaiat abosa aaerat aen^berahlp ta the Coaaoalat 
pTtf, mh, tea heea aateblUhed ea af ^lj« 1963, mmt 
MMXTf Vaehtelf a foraer aeaber at the Vatloael Levfara 
Cuild, aa arsaaiaatioa ahie]^ hea heea 4eaigasted aa a 
aiMumaUt frMit hf the Ceoaittea aa Vm laericaa AotlvitiaB* 
laitad Statea Seuee ai ^ 



later aa the aeae 4ay« Klag iQ>oke at 
Biveralde Ctereh, Vev Tork« 1^ Torh, 'at ahieh tim fta 
hizhlj aritiaal af the Valted Stetea iarolveaeat la the 
Tietaaa Wcr. m prapased a f iva^tep ptpemm ta aoctrleata 
the Halted Statea frea thla eeaf llet. Ceaaeata la the 



aadU aaveraga at tiac*a vaaarfca aaiated aat that the f Iva 

Clata ara aiallar la aaasept ta Ihe aaadltlaas iapnaed Ip 
eei aa a preraavlslta ta aegeilatioaa, tt ia alaa aatad 
that Kiac*a paapaaala penllel tlM prepecaada liae ahleh M 
the QoaKtalat Vtattf^ 9BA, haa haaa yaetjaatim vagardlag the ' 
aar ia TiataM, ' 
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i 



! 




Tolaoti . 



I 



Mohr . 
Wick . 
Casper ^ 
CalJohan , 

Conrad 

Fe!t 

Gale 

Roseri 



^tler 
Room 




i ^ Baf lie ioe-:mr 

*lN9:deh«^ll) 



MARTiir umnsBL king, je, ^ 
yorKt 

4/6/67, (itM eaptlttB» pr«par*4 bj I»nrtd«li. (/^ 

ClMsif led *'S«er«t** tauBoeh m tk» 0ouro* for tk« 
ftbore inforaation is « highly Miisitlr* aaure* ralatiBs to 
the racial situatioai whose identity if revealeo eoulo Qauae 
serious damage to the national defense, VA, 



OPTtOMM POKm no 1ft 
MAY 1*«9 tDltrOM 
OM 0<H. etc. MO. 



UNITED "STATES ^ VERNMENT 

Memorandum 




TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



\ 




Mr. Sulllv 



C, D, Brennan 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTSR - C 



DATEApril 6, 1967 

1 - Mr* De Loach 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. D, M. Wells 



To I son 

De Loach . 

Mohr 

Wick 

Cosper — 
allahan . 
Conrad — 



Com 



el 

Trotter 

T«J©. Room , 

Holmes 

Gondy . ■ 



^0^ 




Attached for your approval for dissemination are \X 
copies of a letterhead memorandum containing the following^ 

On April 4, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President, and Andrew Young, Executive Director, Souther; 
Christian Leadership Conference, spent eight hours in 
conference with King^s top advisers in New York. Persons 
present included Stanley Levison, a long-time secret 
Communist Party member, and Harry Vachtel, a former member 
of the National l4iwyers Guild, a cited Communist Party 
front. Later the same day. King gave a speech in Mew York 
attacking United States Vietnam policy. His proposed five 
steps for ending the Vietnam War according to n6ws sources 
are similar to Hanoi's demands* Tbey also parallel the A/ 
Communist Party line. 

RECOMMENPATIQN : ^ 

That copies of the enclosures be forwarded by ^ 
routing slips to Mrs. Uildred Stegall, The White House; . . M 
Honorable Dean Rusk, The Secretary of State; Honorable CA W 
Robert HcNamara, The Secretary of Defense; The Attorney ...^ 
General; and Assistant Attorneys General Yeagley and Doar# 
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100-106670 

1 - Bufile 100-438794 (Southern Christian Leadership 

(6) 
Bncs 




REC-2i 
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18 APR J.3i9d7 





NliED STATES DEPARTMENT C 



JUS! 



UNI. ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

inRepi^.PUa^Refirio €^V^i^^^^ irASBIIfCTOIf, D.C. 20535 

HABTIN LOTHER KING^ Al« 

The following infonaatlon has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished \\ 
reliable information in the past. 

Martin Luther King, Jr*, President ^ and Andrew 
Young ^ Executive Director, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, spent approximately eight houM in conference 
with King^s top advisors in New York Ci^i/on April 4, 1967* 
Two of the advisors present were StanleyM^vison, a long* 
time cojmauniBt, whose secret membership la the Communist 
Pai^tv. USA, has been established as of July, 1963, and 

HarrySwachtel, a f ormer jaember..of the National Lawyers 

Guild^J^ organization which has been designated as a 
communist front by the Committee on Un«American ActivitieLi 
United States House of Representatives « ^ 

Later on the same day. King spoke at the 
Riverside Church, New York, New York, at which time he was 
highly critical of the United States involvement in the 
Vietnam War« He proposed a five-step process to extricate 
the United States from this conflict « Comments in the news 
media coverage of King's remarks pointed out that the five 
points are similar in concept to the conditions imposed by 
Hanoi as a prerequisite to negotiations* It is also noted 
that King's proposals parallel the propaganda line which 
the Communist Party, USA, has been projecting regarding the 
war in Vietnam* 
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DIRECTOR, FBI pAT 

SAC, BOSTON (157-NEW) 

PROPOSED DEMONSTRATION T0;L_ 
LED BY REV. MARTIN LUTHEHf^INQ, JR. 
IN BOSTON, MASS., SUMMER 1^67 
RACIAL MATTERS 

TTTT, Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of a 

LFJu concerning captioned matter. Atlanta is being ^ 
furnished an information copy due to their Interest In 
MARTIN LUTHER KING), Jr. ^ inueresr m 

being disseminated locally to 108th 
MI Group and Secret Service, , 

The source ment 





X..?® teing classlfed confidential to protect 

the identity of the source^^g'lng disclosed since this could 
Jeopardize his future usefulness and be detrimental to the 
defense interest of the U.S. 

Since the demonstration is not scheduled until 
the summer of 1967, this case is being closed by Boston. 
Tne Bureau and any interested office will be kept advised 
of future developments. 

* Atlanta (lO^j;^]^;^ ofSnJK 1)' (RM) , 

2- Boston . ADVISED BY xouxnw ^ ^ NOT RECOBDHD " 

ixv.. osi;Si:c. 5.1::^;^ 

■r-, — 1, CRD. RA J • 
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UNITr STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'^JCE 

) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, Mew York 
p. 106 67 0 April 7^ 1967 

CLASSIFIED AND O PtfJU^lJli, 

EXTENDED BY. 

r^.if°.I* r 'Al ^ ..^^^tin Luther King, Jr. 

DAU0f'reJ1eW>0R-";:.:*^^^^ Security Matter - C 
DECLASSIFICATION . .J± i:^ / - — 

^^'''A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on April 5, 19B7, that 
information had come to his attention, V7hich disclosed that 
Stanley Levison and an unknown male were in contact on 
that date. It ^7as during their contact that Levison disclosed 
a recent contact between him and Rockefeller (believed to have 
alluded to governor NelsonNPocke feller of New Jfor)0^ about 
Venezuelan *iroh' ore deposit k which "they" Tthe Rockefeller^ 
intei^sts) are nes^ot iatinp; with the Venezuelan Government • 

According to Levison, after he and Rockefeller ended 
their business with rep;ard to iron ore. Rockefeller asked him 
to arranpe a meetin^5 between Martin Luther King, and himself, 
so that he. Rockefeller, could talk to him about his stand on 
Vietnam. Rockefeller, according to Levison, is in such ^ 
disapreement with King that he feels he must talk to him* ^ 

It was Levison' 6 feeling that Rockefeller's request 
was a real break, since Kin^ had mentioned on April h, 1967, 
that he would like to confer with him about the situation 
in South America* King, Levison related, believes that South 
America will be the next Vietnam and therefore, wants to 
advise Rockefeller as to v/hat action he should take to thwart^ 
it. Levison concluded his contact by informing the unknown JS 
male that he would contact King to determine when the meeting 
could be arranr3d. 
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NATION OF ISLAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY - NATION OF ISLAM 

The Nation of Islam (NOI) is characterized in 
latter pages. 

The "Chicago American," Green Streak Edition, 
March 30, 1967, on page 35, carried an article entitled 
"Clay Will Appeal Draft Order - Induction Now Set for 
April 28," datelined Louisville. The article concerned 
itself with Cassius Clay's involvement with the Selective 
Service System and reflected Clay conferred with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, head of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, in Louisville, Kentucky for an hour on Wednesday 
March 29, 1967; that neither would say what they had talked 
about, but did say they had some problems , in comnoto; that 
Clay then had gone to a meeting of advocates for an open 
housing law which is pending in Louisville. 




in Chicago. 



Chicago Americaif* is a daily newspaper published 
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APPENDIX 



NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly referred to 
as the Muslim Cult of Islam, also 
known as Muhammad Temples of Islam 

In January, 1957, a source advised ELIJAH MUAHMMAD has 
described his organization on a nationwide basis as the ''Nation 
of Islam'' and ''Muhammad's Temples of Islam." 

On April 29, 1966, a second source advised ELIJAH 
MUHAMMAD is the national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI); 
Muhammad's Temple of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and 
in mid-1960 MUHAMMAD and other NOI officials, when referring to 
MUHAMMAD'S organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using 
either ^Mosque ^' or '^Temple" when mentioning one of "Muhammad's 
Temples of Islam.'' 

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was origin- 
ally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. MtHAMMAD claims to 
have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to lead the so- 
called Negro race out of slavery in the, wilderness of North 
America by establishing an independent black nation in the 
United States. Members following MUHAMMAD^ s teachings and his 
interpretation of the "Koran'' believe there Is no such thing as 
a Negro; that the so-called Negroes are slaves of the white race, 
referred to as "white devils/' in the United States; and that the 
white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes, 
must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of Armageddon." 

In the past, officials and members of the NOI, including 
MUHAMMADi have refused to register under the provisions of the 
Selective Service Acts and have declared that members owe no 
allegiance to the United States « 

On May 5, 1958, the first source advised MUHAMMAD had, 
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements 
and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles of bis 
organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by the United 
States government; however, he did not indicate any fundamental 
changes in the teachings of his organization* 

On May 2, 1966, a third source advised MUHAMMAD had, 
early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious aspects 
of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic benefits to 
be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI ♦ This policy change, 
according to MUHAMMAD, would help him acquire additional followers 
and create more interest in his programs. 
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On April 5, 19&7, a confidential source / who has 
furnished reliable information in the past > advised that he 
had learned that Stanley Levison and Alictf ^oewi , a friend /. 
and former business associate, were in~^conference on that 
date. It was durinr that conference that thay discussed 
'lartin Luther King" s speech of the previous night at the 
Riverside Church, Hew York City, when he urged everyone in the 
country to become conscientious objectors to n^ilitary service, 
Loewi thought Kinc^s remarks we^e terrific and thought 
Levison had written his spee^. Levison, in denying that he 
had, was certain that Andre^r^oun^ (the Executive Director 

of the Southern Christl-an^reacTership Conference (SCLC)) had 

written it for Kin?;. Levison a cknov;ledrTe<j^ however , that he 
had spent the entire day of April 4, 1967, with King, but ^ 
did not attend the affair at the churbh* 



In reply to a question from 
spirits were, Levison said he was fine 
is clear. Levison, the source advised 
at^reement with Kinc^ on the tactics he 
that King tends to be "too far out", 
was of the ooinion that one (Kin,'?,) cou 
to be a conscientious obiector because 
yrp to jail. Instead of people resorti 
it Tjas Levison* s opinion that they v?ou 
Ing the war in a political way. 



Loewi as to how King's 
nov7 that his conscience 
, is not in complete 
hes been using, and feels 
In elaborating, Levison 
Id not ask everyone 

Deople do not want to 
nc to such tactics, i» 
Id be more effectivie flgllt- 



Another example of poor tactics by Kinc, according 
to Levison, is a plan J^^^^jiSt^^ King to pet a thousand 
eople in A"ierj[5?^toiO^^?3^ and stand on the bridges. 
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Martin Luther Kinp;, Jr. 




thereby resulting in a cessation of the bo^nbing. If King 
decides to do such a thing, Levi son opined that it Eight ge ally 
work since to.ericans would not bomb "Doctor King*\ 9^ 

The contact between Levison and Loevi ended with 
Levison relating that Kin^, will continue to get public attention 
antil April 15^ 1967^ when he addresses the affair sponsored by 
th3>Sprin£ Mobilization Co?nmittee Against the . l/ar .in ..VietnS? . f/X 
Thls-dern6nsYratl6h'"iaT.T^^ the Uhited Nations. 
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ADVISED OB IMSTAliT DATE. 
STAHLEV LEVISOi li C08TACT WITH ALICE LOEWI, 




■WDURIlie CONTACT, DISCUSSION CONCERNED 



KING'S SffECM ON N16HT OF APRIL FOUR LAST, BEFORE GROUP AT RIVERSIDE 
CHURCH, NEV YORK CITY, SPONSORED BY THE CLER6Y AID UY«EN CONCERNED 
ABOUT VIETNAM. LOEVI THOUGHT KING'S REMARKS URGING EVERYONE TO BECOME 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS TO MILITARY SERVICE VERE TERRIFIC AND THOUGHT 
LrviSON HAD VRlTTEN KINGS SPEECH* LEVISON SAID ME HAS SURE IT VA8 
WITTEN BY ANDREW YOUNG (EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOl^T^Ri CHRISJJ^ 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE <SCLC). LEVISON ACKNOwSfe^D TMAnr^S^ftrH 
KINS FOR ALMOST ALL OF THE DAY ON APRIL FOUR LAST, BUT IftD "iTf&D^ 
AFFAIR AT CHURCH. * Vr^jl^//^'*c^W/^^^ . T^a^-^ 

* ^ I Xi""'*u ^wf^iww iia^u^ 





PAGE TWO \c 

- AS TO KING'S sprits/ LEVISON NOTED THAT THEY VERE 
GREAT NOV SINCE KING FEELS HIS CONSCIENCE IS CtEAR, LEVISON 
ACCORDING TO SOURCE^ IS MOT IN TOTAL AGREEMENT VITH XING ON TACTICS 
SINCE HE FEkLS KING TENDS TO BE "TOO FAR OUT*. IN EXPLAINING, 
LEVISON SAID ONE COULD NOT ASK AjERYONE TO BE A CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTOR BECAUSE PEOPLE 00 NOT WANT TO 60 TO JAIL* BUT INSTEAD OF 
RESORTING TO SUCH TACTICS, LEVISON SAID, PEOPLE WANT TO FIGHT THE 
WAR POLITICALLY, ANOTHER INDICATION OF POOR TACTICS ACCORDING TO 
LEVISON, IS A PLAN ADVOCATED BY KING TO GET A THOUSAND AMERICANS 
TO 60 TO HAli^ AND STAND ON BRIDGES, >HICH XING FEELS WOULD RESULT 
IN A CESSATION OF BOMBING. LEVISON OPINED THAT IF XING SHOULD DECIDE 
TO DO SUPH A THING, IT NIGHT WORK SINCE THE AMERICANS WOULD NOT BOMG^ 
OR. XING*- 

THE Contact between levison and loewi ended with levison 

REMARKINg^THAT XIN^WILL CONTINUE TO GET PUBLIC ATTENTION UNTIL 
APRIL FIFTEEN NEXT, WHEN HE ADDRESSES THE SPRING HOBILIZATIOI 
AGAINST THE WAR IN VIETNAM AFFAIR. 
LKM FOLLOWS. 
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'iB cognizant and ulll report any signifi- 
cant developments which night occur while KINa is in the Los 
Angeles area* ^ 

Ho investigation is contemplated by this office hut 
should KINQ make any public appearances or statements which 
might be of interest to the Bureau, or be in contact with known 
subversives, an appropriate letterhead memorandum will be 
prepared UACB. 
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